
Where Does Santa Live? 
Indiana maybe? 
   The population of Santa Claus, 
Ind., is 2,657 and the population 
of Rudloph, Wisc., is 428. Just in-
teresting things to know while you 
spend this week around the 
Christmas tree. 
 

Cell tower proposed 
for Shady Grove area 
   A telecommunications company 
has begun the initial federal review 
process for a proposed tower in 
eastern Crittenden County near 
Shady Grove. APC Towers LLC has 
filed an application with the Fed-
eral Communications Commission 
outlining plans to construct a 305-
foot guyed telecommunications 
tower located along KY 120 near 
Gum Creek Road. It would sit 
within a 100-foot by 100-foot 
lease area.  
 
 
 

Censes Bureau’s data 
points to family changes 
   About one in four women who 
became first-time mothers from 
2020 to 2024 lived with an unmar-
ried partner at the time of birth, 
reflecting a long-term shift in 
family structure, according to a 
new U.S. Census Bureau report. 
   The report found that 24% of 
women who had their first child 
during that period were cohabiting 
with an unmarried partner, up 
from about 17% in the early 1990s. 
At the same time, the share of 
women who had a first child while 
neither married nor living with a 
partner declined, falling from 
roughly 20% three decades ago to 
about 15%. Despite those changes, 
the overall share of first-time 
mothers who were married at the 
time of birth has remained rela-
tively stable at about 60% over the 
past 30 years.   
   Marriage at first birth has be-
come increasingly common among 
women with higher levels of edu-
cation. Among women with a 
bachelor’s degree or higher, the 
share who were married at the 
time of their first child rose from 
about 75% in the early 1990s to 
roughly 85% from 2020 to 2024. 
During the most recent period, 
only about 4% of first-time moth-
ers with a bachelor’s degree or 
higher were neither married nor 
living with a partner, while about 
11% were cohabiting, the report 
said. 
 

Fiscal court will have  
some night meetings 
   Crittenden County Fiscal Court, 
which has periodically tinkered 
with its meetings times over the 
years, has decided to have one 
night meeting each quarter in 
2026. Magistrates approved the 
plan at last week’s regular meet-
ing. Evening meetings will be held 
the third Thursday in March, June, 
September and December at 6 
p.m. The other eight meetings will 
be held at 8:30 a.m., on the third 
Thursday of each month. All meet-
ings are held at the Crittenden 
County Office Complex and are 
open to the public. 
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Rudolph has 
a spot ahead 
of our spring 

 
 
As the calendar drifts to 

Christmas, I find myself think-
ing less about wrapping paper 
and more about 
reckoning. Charles 
Dickens under-
stood this season 
well. A Christmas 
Carol was never re-
ally about snow or 
sentimentality; it 
was about respon-
sibility, memory 
and the hard truth 
that tomorrow is 
shaped by what we choose to 
do today.  

In Dickens’ tale, Scrooge is 
visited by spirits who force him 
to look honestly at his past, 
his present, and the future he 
is racing toward if nothing 
changes. In our own way, Crit-
tenden County is standing at 
the same crossroads. We do 
not need ghosts rattling chains 
to get our attention. We al-
ready know the challenges we 
face. What we need now is 
light. 

That is why, this year, I find 
myself calling not for a ghost, 
but for Rudolph. 

Our community is navigating 
a fog as thick as any Dickens 
imagined. We need an end to a 
water crisis that has lingered 
far too long, testing patience 
and public trust. We need sus-
tainable financial solutions at 
the jail, where the numbers no 
longer work no matter how you 
shuffle them. We need a clear 
path to keep ambulances run-
ning, law officers on the 
streets and our roads safe and 
reliable for the people who 
travel them every day. 

These are not abstract policy 
debates. They are kitchen-
table issues. They affect 
whether a family has clean 
water, whether help arrives in 
an emergency, whether a pay-
check stretches far enough 
and whether a business 
chooses to stay or go. 

Rudolph’s story is simple: 
when visibility failed, leader-
ship mattered. Someone had 
to step forward, nose glowing, 
willing to guide the sleigh 
when others could not see the 
way. That is what we need 
from our local leaders now – 
not excuses, no heads in the 
sand, no deflection, no finger-
pointing – just illumination. 
And absolutely no clowns 
dressed in Grinch suits. 

Leadership requires courage, 
transparency and the humility 
to admit when a course correc-
tion is needed. It also requires 
trust, earned through action 
and honesty. When leaders 
lead, communities follow. 
When they do not, confusion 
fills the void. 

Dickens reminds us that re-
demption is always possible, 
but it is never accidental. It 
comes from choices made in 
the present. The holiday sea-
son invites generosity of spirit, 
but it also invites accountabil-
ity. 

When our leaders rise to the 
moment, they earn the confi-
dence of the people they serve.  

If they do not, well, Christ-
mas inevitably gives way to an-
other phase – election season – 
when voters will decide who 
they trust to guide the sleigh. 

So yes, Rudolph, we need 
you. Not as a miracle, but as a 
reminder that even in the fog, 
the way forward can be seen – 
if someone is willing to light it. 
Who has a match? 

 
Chris Evans, a newspaperman since 1979, 

has been editor of The Press for more than 30 
years and is the author of South of the Mouth of 
Sandy, a true story about crime along the Ten-
nessee River. You can find it on Amazon or 
wherever books are sold. 

Chris
EVANS
Press Editor & Publisher

About Town

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Jailer 

Athena Hayes warned mag-
istrates last week that a re-
cent call for her resignation 
and delays in paying jail 
vendors are worsening an 
already critical financial 
and operational situation at 
the county detention cen-
ter. 

Speaking during the reg-
ular meeting of the Critten-
den County Fiscal Court, 
Hayes said the court’s 
unanimous vote earlier this 
fall asking for her resigna-
tion has created uncer-
tainty among vendors, 
discouraged outside agen-
cies from working with the 
jail to increase the inmate 

population 
and added 
stress to 
s t a f f 
c h a r g e d 
with public 
safety. 

“That loss 
of confi-
dence and 
leadership 
has caused a domino ef-
fect,” Hayes said, adding 
that some vendors are now 
charging additional fees be-
cause of late payments. 

Hayes said the jail is fac-
ing mounting challenges 
tied to aging infrastructure 
and declining inmate popu-
lations statewide. The de-
tention center was built in 

2007 at a cost of $7.7 mil-
lion and still carries about 
$5.8 million in debt nearly 
19 years later. She said 
major systems, including 
HVAC, plumbing, kitchen 
equipment, locks and con-
trol rooms, are approaching 
the end of their service life. 
The jail’s transport vehicles 
also have high mileage, 
with one exceeding 180,000 
miles and another nearing 
195,000 miles. 

Hayes told the court that 
a budget she submitted for 
the current fiscal year was 
cut by the budget commit-
tee, limiting her ability to 
address safety concerns,  

 
See JAIL/page 3A 

Merry Christmas 
 
Young Luke Baker, son of Jill and Reid Baker, gets a visit with St. Nick following the 
Fredonia Christmas parade earlier this month. This holiday season, we wish our 
readers, customers, friends and neighbors a childlike sense of wonder and a Christ-
mas blessing beyond belief.

Hayes

County Moves Road Money to Jail 
Hayes says hostile action of court 
has derailed operations & morale

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County will continue receiv-

ing ambulance service from ComCare 
through at least June 30 after officials de-
termined the county’s current EMS con-
tract had not been properly terminated, 
Judge-Executive Perry Newcom said last 
week. 

Bids for a new ambulance contract were 
opened several weeks ago as the county 
prepared for the expiration of its five-year 
agreement with ComCare at the end of 
2025. However, further review of the exist-
ing contract revealed that the required 
180-day termination notice had not been 
issued in the manner specified by the 
agreement. 

Newcom said the contract requires ter-
mination notice to be delivered by letter. 
That step had not occurred, prompting the 
county to formally notify ComCare. Follow-

ing that notification, ComCare responded 
and agreed to continue operating the am-
bulance service through June 30. 

The extension provides what Newcom de-
scribed as a temporary stay, ensuring un-
interrupted ambulance coverage for at 
least the next six months. He said the ad-
ditional time will allow the county to more 
thoroughly evaluate its options and work 
through the financial implications tied to 
emergency medical services. 

With the immediate service issue stabi-
lized, the court plans to re-engage potential 
providers and rebid the ambulance con-
tract early next year. Newcom said the  

 
See EMS/page 9A 

n County will get some temporary relief from 
rent at county attorney’s office. See page 4A.

Ambulance issue gets temporary stay
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Deaths
Mills

Elizabeth Hopson 
Mills, 76, of Marion, died 
Wednesday, Dec. 17, 
2025 at Livingston Hos-
pital. She was a longtime 
member of 
Marion Unit-
ed Method-
ist Church, 
m e m b e r 
of St. Pius 
X Catho-
lic Church 
in Calvert 
City, was valedictorian of 
Crittenden County High 
School Class of 1967 and 
one of the 昀rst women 
to obtain an MBA from 
Murray State University 
in the early 1980s where 
she graduated with hon-
ors.

Surviving are her chil-
dren, Jamey (Tiffany) 
Mills of Paducah and 
Susana (John) Henry of 
Marion; and 昀ve grand-
children, Ava Henry, 
Addison Dudley, Ava 
Dudley, Jude Mills and 
Louisa Henry.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband 
of 42 years, Gerald Lou-
is “Jerry” Mills; a sister, 
Carla Jo Rayburn; her 
father, Carl Leon Hopson; 
and mother, Sarah Hop-
son Enterkin.

Graveside services are 
at 3 p.m., Tuesday Dec. 
23 at Mapleview Ceme-
tery. A memorial visita-
tion will be held from 1-3 
p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 23 at 
Gilbert Funeral Home.

Ritch
Peggy Faye Campbell 

Ritch, 78, of Marion, died 
Friday, December 19, 
2025, in Paducah.

 She was born May 26, 
1947 in Princeton to the 
late William and Rowena 
Thurman Campbell. 

She worked various 
jobs throughout her life, 
starting with the Marion 
Drive-In as a teenager. 
From secretary at Second 
Baptist Church, to the 
assembly line at Siemens 
and Executive Manager 
in Tupperware, she took 
pride in her work – but 
being a Mom & Mammaw 

were her favorite jobs of 
all.

As a young girl, she 
enjoyed working on her 
family farm. She was 
proud to be a small-town 
girl and loved her com-
munity dearly. Her favor-
ite thing in the world was 
spending time with her 
family, friends, church 
family, and 
the Class of 
1966. She 
was a faith-
ful servant of 
the Lord and 
was happi-
est when she 
was helping 
others. Anyone who knew 
Peggy knew her passion 
for music, especially 
Southern gospel quar-
tets; she even served on 
various boards support-
ing the efforts of these 
musicians spreading the 
gospel through music.

Surviving include her 

daughters, Angie (Lance) 
Sloan of Lebanon, Tenn., 
and Kim Ritch of San 
Francisco, Calif.; a broth-
er, Ed (Diane) Campbell 
of Argyle, Texas; two 
grandchildren, Azia Hur-
ley of Tempe, Ariz., and 
Brayton (Cheyenne) Hur-
ley of Ft. Mitchell, Ala.; 
and several nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to her par-
ents, Peggy was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Jerry Ritch, and a daugh-
ter, Christa Ritch.

Celebration of Life vis-
itation will be held from 
9 a.m., to 1 p.m., Satur-
day, Dec. 27 at Gilbert 
Funeral Home. Services 
will follow at 1 p.m., with 
Bro. Kirk Green昀eld of昀-
ciating. Gilbert Funeral 
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Paid obituary

ATTENTION
There will not be a

printed issue of
The Crittenden Press

published on
Thursday, Jan. 1, 2026

Our next edition will be 
published on

 Thursday, Jan. 8, 2026

NEWS WILL BE
UPDATED ONLINE
Visit the-press.com

Follow The Crittenden 
Press on Facebook

for local news
and updates.
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staffing stress and maintenance needs. 
“I am not running this jail frivo-

lously,” Hayes said. “I have cut corners 
on everything possible.” 

Hayes said she wanted a full apology 
from the court and for it to be put on 
the record, outlining its confidence in 
her ability to operate the jail so she can 
begin helping solve its problems. She 
said magistrates maliciously attacked 
her in October by calling for her resig-
nation, a request that carries no statu-
tory authority or legal effect. 

Later in the same fiscal court meet-
ing, magistrates voted 4-1 to move 
money from an emergency county road 
fund to the general fund and then to 
the jail fund to cover a shortfall that 
has occurred from making last week’s 
jail detention center payroll. Magistrate 
Matt Grimes voted against the plan. 
Magistrate Robert Kirby was absent. All 
others voted in favor. 

“I appreciate your position Matt, but 
at this point it’s all we can do,” Newcom 
said. “At this point we have to do what 
we have to do. There are federal and 
state (repercussions) if we don’t pay 
payroll. If we don’t make our bond pay-
ment, our bond rating will be affected 
and will bring in the state which will 
come in and tell us how we are going to 
fix this.” 

The bond payment of $42,707 is due 
in early January. The jail will owe em-
ployees a bi-weekly payroll of about 
$83,000 on the last day of the year and 
it still has not paid some of November’s 
recurring bills, which the fiscal court 
decided to not pay for now. 

Newcom said nobody wants to move 
money from the road fund, which has 
about $164,000 set aside for emergen-
cies. Grimes asked if there is anywhere 
the money could come from and New-
com said no. 

For those who have followed the on-
going jail issues, it was Grimes who 
originally asked for Hayes’ resignation. 
That motion was unanimously ap-
proved in October.  

In addition to transferring $50,000 
out of the road fund to help the jail, the 
county also allocated the last of its pre-
viously budgeted funds for transfer to 
the jail, $24,176. Starting on July 1, 
the county had allocated $237,176 in 
funds available to transfer to the jail in 
case it failed to cash flow. That entire 

amount has now been transferred less 
than six months into the fiscal year.  

As of late last week, the jail had a 
$14,114 cash balance after making 
transfers from those two outside 
sources – reserves for transfer and road 
fund. Newcom also said the jail had to 
use funds earmarked for December’s 
payroll withholding liabilities to help 
cover the Dec. 18 payroll of $83,494. 
Those withholdings will need to be re-
covered somewhere because they will 
be due early next month. The year’s last 
pay period rolls around Dec. 31. 

Anticipated receipts of around 
$150,00 for federal and other county 
inmates per diems will come by the end 

of the year and further state housing 
income in early January. Still, the 
numbers don’t add to back ink. In fact, 
the red ink continues to grow bolder. 

The jailer has also pointed out that 
more than $600,000 annually in free 
labor and services are provided to the 
community – including mowing public 
grounds, special-detail labor and litter 
abatement. 

Hayes noted that Kentucky jails 
statewide are facing similar pressures 
as state and federal agencies reduce in-
mate housing and speed up releases. 
She said nearly 300 inmates were re-
cently removed from county facilities 
across the state. 

“There is no silver bullet to fix these 
issues,” Hayes said. “But tearing this 
jail down with reckless, thoughtless de-
cisions only makes it worse.” 

Fiscal court members were scheduled 
to meet again at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 23, for routine end-of-year meas-
ures and to re-examine whether suffi-
cient receipts had been received for the 
county to pay more of the past-due jail 
bills. The printed edition of The Press 
had an early holiday deadline this 
week, so any pressing developments 
will be published at The Press 
Online.
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County 

Chamber of Commerce 
hosted a new business 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
last week at Magnolia 
House Beauty Co., on 
Sturgis Road in Marion. 

Owner Megan Kirk 
says the business will 
offer a range of wellness 
and aesthetic services by 
appointment in a shared 
medical-wellness space. 

Services provided on 
site include IV therapy, 
hydrogen inhalation 
therapy, Botox and fa-
cials.  Rashelle Wydotis, 
ARPN, operates Back to 
Eden Wellness within the 
building and focuses on 
functional medicine serv-
ices. 

IV therapy offerings in-

clude vitamin infusions 
such as high-dose vita-
min C for individuals 
seeking holistic support 
during a cancer journey, 
as well as patients un-
dergoing chemotherapy 
who want additional sup-
port to help manage 
treatment side effects. 
Other IV options may in-
clude vitamin B com-
plexes, zinc, amino acids 
and essential minerals – 
nutrients typically ob-
tained through food or 
supplements but deliv-
ered intravenously. 

Hydrogen inhalation 
therapy and hydrogen-
rich water are provided 
in partnership with 
Purus, LLC, the supplier 
of the hydrogen inhala-
tion equipment. PURUS 

also offers air-quality 
products, including air 
purifier and vacuum sys-
tems designed to improve 
indoor air health. 

In addition, Dr. Chris 
Wunn’s Spine Chiroprac-
tic Care operates out of 
the building, seeing es-
tablished chiropractic 
patients during sched-
uled visits. 

The entire facility will 
operate under the Mag-
nolia House name, with 
individual services 
housed within the space. 
Regular business hours 
are 9 a.m., to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, 
with weekend appoint-
ments available as 
needed. All services are 
offered by appointment 
only. 

Pictured at the Magnolia House Beauty Co., are (front from left) Chamber President 
Rebecca Woodall, Megan Kirk, Stephen O’Brien, Rashelle Wydotis, Mayor D’Anna 
Browning, (back) Chamber members Rose Dempsey, Steve Watson, Perry Newcom, 
Grant Rogers and Charlie Day. 

Wellness center opens in Marion

Crittenden County Detention Center 
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JAIL CENSUS  
State Inmates 
Federal Inmates 
Other County Inmates 
Critenden County Inmates 
  TOTAL INMATES 
Highest Daily Count 
Lowest Daily Count    

Last Month  REVENUE 
State Housing Payments 
Federal Housing Payments 
Federal Transport Payments 
Lyon Co. Housing Payments 
Other County Housing Payments 
Weekend/Work Release 

TOTAL HOUSING 

Last Month   ANALYSIS 
Cost of Crittenden Inmates 
Numbers of Co. Housing Days 
County Daily Housing Rate 
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION  
CENTER REPORT 
December 18 , 2025   
The Crittenden County 
Detention Center report 
is provided monthly to 
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal 
Court meetings. The in-
mate count is an aver-
age for last month. 
 • Federal Inmates $57 Per diem 
 • State Inmates $35.34 Per diem 

• Lyon County Inmates $36.00 
• Other County Inmates $40.00 

 
LAST MONTH CASH FLOW 
Total Receipts    $266,338.32 
Disbursements  $221,864.63 

STAFF REPORT 
Farmers Bank & Trust, 

which has seen its assets 
more than double in size 
over the past six years, is 
planning further expan-
sion.  

Farmers bank late last 
week announced its pur-
chased land for two fu-
ture branch offices in 
Franklin and Bowling 
Green, continuing its 
long-standing expansion 
across western Kentucky 
while keeping its head-
quarters anchored in 
Marion. 

Both properties are lo-
cated along Nashville 
Road, about 15 miles 
apart, underscoring the 
bank’s continued invest-
ment in the Interstate 65 
corridor and the commu-
nities that line it. 

Construction on the 
Franklin branch is ex-
pected to begin in 2026, 
with the office projected 
to open in early 2027. A 
second Bowling Green lo-
cation is planned to fol-
low, with construction 
targeted for mid-2027. 

“Growing the right way 
has always mattered to 
us,” President and CEO 
Wade Berry said. “The re-
lationship-focused, get-
t i n g - t o - k n o w - y o u 
approach that has long 
defined Farmers Bank in 
Marion and Salem is the 

same approach we bring 
to every community we 
enter.” 

Farmers Bank & Trust 
has operated in Bowling 
Green since September 
2019 and has experi-
enced strong growth in 
the Warren County mar-
ket. Franklin, the seat of 
Simpson County just 
south of Bowling Green, 
has also seen steady 
growth in recent years, 
driven in part by its loca-
tion between Bowling 
Green and Nashville. 

In 2019, Farmers Bank 
completed an acquisition 
of First State Bank, a 
deal that added five loca-
tions in Central City and 
Greenville in Muhlenberg 
County, Calhoun and 
Livermore in McLean 
County, and Bowling 
Green in Warren County.  
Following that transac-

tion, Farmers Bank & 
Trust reported total as-
sets of about $380 mil-
lion. Today, the bank has 
$765 million in assets. 

“Marion is our home, 
and it’s where our head-
quarters is – and always 
will be,” Executive Vice 
President and Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Andy 
Hunt said. “Growth out-
side Marion is good for 
the bank, and it’s good 
for Marion. With our 
headquarters based here, 
as we expand into other 
markets we continue to 
add support roles and re-
sources right here at the 
main office.” 

Hunt said the bank’s 
Marion workforce has in-
creased by about 10 per-
cent during the past 12 
months as expansion has 
continued in other mar-
kets. 

Founded in Marion in 
1899 on the same street 
corner where its head-
quarters still stands, 
Farmers Bank & Trust 
first expanded beyond 
Crittenden County in 
2003 with a branch in 
Salem. Additional growth 
followed with a new Hen-
derson branch in 2015 
and the acquisition of 
H o p k i n s v i l l e - b a s e d 
United Southern Bank’s 
Madisonville assets in 
2016. 

Marion bank plans to further 
expand near Bowling Green

Let’s be honest: The 
word “budget” doesn’t ex-
actly spark joy for most 
people. It can feel restric-
tive or even generate feel-
ings of guilt about past 
spending choices. But 
what if budgeting could 
feel empowering? When 
done right, it’s simply 
about understanding your 
money and making sure it 
aligns with what truly 
matters to you. 

Who needs a budget? 
While nearly everyone 
can benefit from budget-
ing, it’s especially helpful if 
you’re just starting out on 
your own, if your ex-
penses exceed your in-
come or if you're working 
toward a big goal like 
buying a home or retiring. 
Major life changes — mar-
riage, a new baby, a job 
change or even retirement 
itself — are also perfect 
times to take a fresh look 
at your finances. 

If your spending causes 
you stress or you simply 
want clarity about where 
your money goes each 

month, budgeting can 
help. Here are a few tips 
to help get you started: 

Dispense with the 
dread. Often, the hardest 
part of budgeting is just 
getting started. Try break-
ing it down into small, 
manageable steps, and 
dedicate 30 minutes a 
week to tracking your in-
come and expenses. Pair 
budgeting with something 
enjoyable — a favorite 
coffee or a relaxing activity 
— to make it less of a 
chore. 

If you have no idea how 
much you spend, start by 
simply observing your 
buying habits for a few 
months. Review your 
checking and credit card 
accounts to see money 
coming in and going out. 
You can’t change the past 

but you can adjust for your 
future. 

Find your level of detail. 
There’s no one-size-fits-all 
approach to budgeting. 
You might start by tracking 
just total income and ex-
penses or by using the 
popular 50/30/20 rule: 
50% for necessities, 30% 
for wants and 20% for 
savings and debt reduc-
tion. Some people prefer 
to build detailed cate-
gories for everything from 
groceries to entertain-
ment, while others keep 
broader categories that 
work better for their life-
styles. 

Technology can be your 
friend here. Budget apps 
and Ai-enabled spread-
sheets can pull infor-
mation directly from your 
bank and credit card 

statements, making the 
process much easier. 

Make it work for you. 
Once you’ve tracked your 
spending, look for areas to 
adjust. Can you swap 
brand-name items for ge-
nerics? Are there sub-
scriptions you’re not 
using? Sometimes the 
biggest impact comes 
from examining your 
largest expenses — hous-
ing, utilities, transportation, 
insurance — to find oppor-
tunities to save. 

If you can’t make room 
in your budget, you may 
need to revisit and reprior-
itize your financial goals. A 
financial advisor can help 
you understand your op-
tions and any trade-offs. 

Stay on track. Check in 
with your budget monthly, 
quarterly or annually — 

whatever works for you. 
When life changes, your 
budget should too. Salary 
increases, bonuses, new 
expenses or significant life 
events are all good rea-
sons to review and adjust. 

Above all, the goal of a 
budget isn’t perfection. It's 
progress toward financial 
confidence and peace of 
mind. A good budget 
shouldn't limit you — it 
should free you to spend 
guilt-free on what matters 
while saving intentionally 
for your future. 

FINANCIAL FOCUS® 
Budgeting doesn’t have to feel restrictive

December 25, 2025

Grant Rogers 
Financial Advisor

Grant Rogers 
123 E. Bellville St. 
Marion, KY 42064 

(270) 965-0944

STAFF REPORT 
Kentucky county jails like the one in 

Marion are facing a financial crisis as 
local governments pour increasing 
amounts of general fund money into jail 
operations, according to a new legisla-
tive agenda released by the Kentucky 
Association of Counties. 

KACo said county subsidies for jails 
have climbed more than 76% in the 
past six years, rising from $96.5 million 
to nearly $170 million, excluding 
Fayette and Jefferson counties. The 
growing burden has forced fiscal courts 
to raise taxes or cut essential local serv-
ices to keep jails operating, KACo said. 

In its 2026 legislative focus, KACo is 
urging lawmakers to adopt a compre-
hensive plan that would reshape the 
shared responsibility between counties 
and the state. The proposal calls for in-
centives to encourage regional jail solu-
tions, clarification of who pays for 
pretrial felony detainees, and a rework-
ing of the state inmate housing model. 

KACo said counties currently shoul-
der the full cost of housing felony de-
fendants for months or even years 
while cases await trial. Reimbursement 

does not begin until sentencing, and 
counties receive no compensation when 
inmates are credited for time served, a 
gap the organization said needs to be 
addressed. 

The state inmate housing system is 
also described as unsustainable. KACo 
noted the current per diem rate of 
$35.34 covers barely half of the actual 
average daily cost of incarceration, 
which reached $63.44 per inmate in fis-
cal year 2025. Counties are forced to 
absorb the difference, further straining 
local budgets. 

Among the solutions outlined, KACo 
is calling for one-time funding to sup-
port regional jail construction, incen-
tives for counties that regionalize 
operations, updates to statutes govern-
ing regional jail authorities, and in-
creased supplements for counties that 
have closed their local jails. The group 
is also asking lawmakers to require the 
Department of Corrections to contract 
with fiscal courts or regional jail au-
thorities based on actual costs, with 
certain programming requirements tied 
to housing state inmates. KACo warns 
that action is needed right away. 

KACo unveils relief plan for jails
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50 YEARS AGO 
December 25, 1975 
n Winners of the 1975-76 conservation essay contest 
were announced and received cash prizes. Cindy Hendrix 
won first place and was awarded $15. Paula Binkley and 
Melissa Jones won second and third place, respectively, 
earning $10 and $5. 
n Crittenden County was defeated by Caldwell County at 
the Three Rivers Conference basketball tournament. 
David Perryman led the Rockets with 11 points, and Don-
nie Mills followed with 10. 
n The Crittenden County Lions Club and the Marion unit 
of the Kentucky National Guard collaborated to organize a 
Christmas program for local children. Jewell Penn pre-
sented an honored guest with Christmas goodies. Santa 
called out names for bags of toys for children. A total of 
125 children attended the party. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
January 4, 2000 
n Ted and Dolores Travis of Marion were awarded Over-
drive Magazine’s Truckers of the Year honor. The couple 
had been trucking together for 18 years, primarily hauling 
beef for the National Beef Co. Ted and Dolores were nomi-
nated by Ted’s brother, Bud Travis, who was named 
Trucker of the Month in 1998. The award recognizes their 
safety records and positive relationships within the truck-
ing industry. 
n The Lady Rockets had a tough time at the Rockcastle 
County tournament, losing all three games. Despite strong 
performances from Shelly Johnson, Kayla Bebout and 
Ashley Crockett, the Lady Rockets were unable to pull out 
a win. 
n Crittenden County High School Spanish students pre-
sented a cultural program to Crittenden County Middle 
School students in Mrs. Roberts’ social studies classes. 
Sixth-grade students were introduced to the Spanish pas-
time of bullfighting. CCHS students also taught Spanish 
Club members at Crittenden County Elementary School 
about the Spanish holiday Dia de los Muertos. The Span-
ish Club was sponsored by Mrs. Brantley and Mrs. Kirby. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
December 24, 2015 
n The Crittenden County Blue Knights chess team com-
peted in three tournaments, with the K3, K5 and K8 teams 
winning all three matches. Members of the winning teams 
were Alex Smith, Donte Bell, Nai’Zayah Bell, Wyatt Rus-
sell, Hayden Hildebrand, Zak Smith, Kole Williams, Zeke 
Smith, Skyler James, Gage Russell, Cole Swinford, Koby 
Williams, Mya Moore, Evan McDowell, Marley Phelps and 
Abbey Swinford. The coach of all three teams was Don 
Winters. 
n Crittenden County Elementary School Rocket Role 
Models for December were Emily Hardin, Katie Allsbury, 
Conner Poindexter, Wyatt Tramel, Gabrielle Holliman, 
Layken Gilchrist, Hannah Jent, Cash Singleton, Tristian 
Cooper, Brianna Davis, Elle McDaniel, Jacob Carder, Aerie 
Suggs, Kaily Bivin, Braydin Brandsasse, Kayleigh Weath-
ers, Kendyl Drury, Peyton Rushing, Anastazja Ingalls, 
Chase Conyer, Hayden Cavanah, Cutter Singleton, Kailyn 
Stokes, Jacie Ricketts, Karsen Shouse, Jordan Hardesty, 
Lanie Greenwell, Evony Calderon and Madalyn Schiller. 
n The Crittenden County girls defeated Livingston County 
56-28. Kiana Nesbitt recorded her first career double-dou-
ble with 13 points and 11 rebounds. Cassidy Moss fol-
lowed with 11 points, and Amanda Lynch added eight. 
  

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column at The Press Online 

between newspaper issues. 

From the Press Archives – 50 Years Ago 
Mayor B.A. Phillips and County Judge J.E. Keeling present Sgt. 
Everett Morris with a proclamation declaring February as National 
Guard Month and recognizing Operation Spirit of ’76 in Marion and 
Crittenden County. The ceremony took place in front of a replica 
of the Liberty Bell on display at the courthouse, marking the kickoff 
of a statewide National Guard recruiting effort.

Court gets break on 
county attorney rent 

Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court last week approved a 
temporary rent reduction for 
county office space leased from 
Cobie Evans Investments. 

Evans rents space in his 
building at the corner of Main 
and Carlisle streets, providing 
offices for the county attorney. 
County Attorney Bart Frazer 
previously owned the building. 

In light of financial hard-
ships the county has experi-
enced recently, Evans said he 
was willing to lower the 
monthly rent from $550 to 
$300. The rent had only been 
increased a few months ago. 
The gesture allows the county 
to return to the original rental 
rate for the space. The new rate 
expires in December 2026. 

 

Whole milk in schools 
After more than a decade of 

debate, whole and 2% milk are 
set to return to public school 
cafeterias under newly ap-
proved federal legislation. 

Congress has passed the 
Whole Milk for Healthy Kids 
Act, reversing nutrition stan-
dards put in place by the 2012 
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act 
that limited school milk options 
to fat-free and 1%. The bill now 
awaits the president’s signa-
ture, with implementation ex-
pected as early as the next 
school year. 

For the past several years, 
public schools participating in 
the National School Lunch Pro-
gram have typically served fat-
free (skim) milk and 1% low-fat 
milk. Flavored milk, such as 
chocolate, has usually been al-
lowed only in fat-free form. 

The 2012 rules were de-
signed to reduce childhood 
obesity by cutting saturated fat 
in school meals, but critics ar-
gued they had unintended con-
sequences. Many students are 
accustomed to drinking whole 
or 2% milk at home and were 
less likely to consume the 
lower-fat options offered at 
school, leading to reduced in-
take of key nutrients such as 
calcium, protein and vitamin D. 

Recent research has also in-
fluenced the policy shift. Multi-
ple studies have found that 
milk fat has a neutral or, in 
some cases, positive effect on 
childhood health outcomes, 
undermining earlier assump-
tions that higher-fat milk con-
tributes to obesity. That 
evolving science, along with 
changing consumer prefer-
ences, helped generate biparti-
san support for the change. 

The legislation is also ex-
pected to benefit U.S. dairy 
farmers. School meal programs 
account for about 8% of all 
fluid milk sales nationwide, 
making the restoration of 
whole and 2% milk a significant 
development for the industry. 

 

Animal shelter reports 
35 dogs at shelter 

Crittenden County Animal 
Shelter reported a total of 35 
dogs housed at the shelter as 
of Nov. 31, with an additional 
48 dogs placed in foster care, 
according to its November in-
take and discharge summary. 

During the reporting month, 
the shelter received 20 dogs. 
Fifteen dogs were transferred 
to rescue organizations, four 
were adopted and one was re-
claimed by its owner. No dogs 
escaped, were euthanized or 
died due to medical reasons 
during the month. 

The shelter reported $130 in 
receipts for November, includ-
ing $105 in adoption fees and 
$25 in reclaim fees. No revenue 
was reported from dog li-
censes, sponsorships or dona-
tions during the period. 

 

Discovery Park offers 
free entry to 17-under 

Discovery Park of America 
will offer free admission for 
children 17 and under 
throughout January as it opens 
2026 with a full slate of ex-
hibits and events, park officials 
announced. 

The January promotion is 
sponsored by Magnolia Place 
Assisted Living. Discovery Park 

CEO Scott Williams said the 
offer gives families an afford-
able way to explore the mu-
seum during the winter months 
while kicking off what he called 
a landmark year tied to the na-
tion’s upcoming 250th an-
niversary. 

The 2026 calendar includes 
temporary exhibits, festivals, 
concerts and educational pro-
gramming. Events begin Feb. 
21 with the free POSH Bridal 
Show, followed in March by the 
Robert E. and Jenny D. Kirkland 
Discovery Awards, which bene-
fit the Kirkland Scholarship 
Fund. 

April features the annual 
plant sale, a singer-songwriter 
night with Phillip Coleman and 
Friends, and the Military Expo 
on April 17–18. That month 
also includes the one-woman 
historical performance “A Rev-
olution of Her Own!” about 
Revolutionary War soldier Deb-
orah Sampson. 

Popular returning events in-
clude the Cardboard Boat Re-
gatta on May 9, the Antique 
Tractor Show on June 5–6, and 
the Rhythm on the Rails sum-
mer concert series, running 
May 22 through July 3. Discov-
ery Park will also host a June-
teenth celebration June 19. 

Several major exhibitions are 
planned, including “Home, 
Heart, Heritage: Quilt Exhibi-
tion Celebrating Black History,” 
Feb. 1–June 21, and “Brush-
strokes of a Young Nation: The 
Art of David Wright,” June 30, 
2026–Feb. 1, 2027. Both exhi-
bitions tie into Tennessee’s 
230th anniversary of statehood 
and the national America 250 
observance. 

A centerpiece of the year will 
be the “Celebrating 250 Years 
of Independence” festival July 
3–4, featuring living history, 
family activities and extended 
hours. Country music artist Mo 
Pitney will headline a free out-
door concert July 3. 

More information and a 
complete calendar are available 
at discoveryparkofamerica.com. 

 

State highway KY 387 also 
known as Dam 50 road has 
been closed since back in the 
early spring. This photo was 
taken late last week at the 
bridge across Crooked Creek. 
It was supposed to have 
opened this month but recent 
delays have pushed that time-
line into January. Having the 
road closed this past summer 
took a serious toll on 
Riverview Park’s camping. ￼ 

 

Riverview Park has 
a dozen Nov. campers 

Riverview Park recorded 12 
total reserved nights in No-
vember, including 10 RV nights 
and two tent nights, according 
to the park’s monthly report.  

Financial activity posted 
during the month showed $330 
in RV site revenue.  

A Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court disbursement summary 
tied to parks and recreation re-
flected the November spending 
that made up the $1,357.73 
total. Charges included a $65 
sewage contract payment to 
James Septic Service, a $600 
administrative payroll reim-
bursement, $139.41 for reser-
vation website and processing 
fees (Campspot and CardCon-
nect), $329.08 for Riverview 
Park dumpster service through 
Impact Waste Service LLC, and 
$224.24 in utilities split be-
tween Crittenden Livingston 
Water District and Kenergy 
Corp.  

The bridge on the state 
highway beween Dam 50 and 
KY 91 remains closed. The re-
placement project has taken 

longer than anticipated. It was 
out all summer, limiting the 
number of campers who used 
Riverview Park. 

 

KY lawmkers are 
studying AI, have  
legislative plans 

Kentucky lawmakers studying 
artificial intelligence wrapped up 
their work recently, issuing a 
slate of policy recommendations 
for the 2026 General Assembly 
as the state prepares for what is 
expected to be a crowded leg-
islative session. 

The Artificial Intelligence 
Task Force – formed in 2023 
and meeting monthly since last 
year – endorsed 10 broadly 
worded recommendations 
aimed at helping lawmakers 
navigate rapid developments in 
AI, data use and the demands of 
large data-center infrastructure. 

Recommendations call for 
updating the Kentucky Con-
sumer Data Protection Act to 
strengthen privacy safeguards 
as AI-driven data collection 
evolves, and for reviewing ac-
ceptable-use policies across all 
state agencies. According to 
various reports on the task 
force’s work, lawmakers also 
urged policies that would en-
courage collaboration among 
service providers, state agencies 
and Kentucky’s research univer-
sities to share and study Medi-
caid data sets with the aim of 
preventing disease and reducing 
long-term Medicaid costs. An-
other proposal acknowledges 
that AI may be harmful to mi-
nors and encourages lawmakers 
to consider protections for chil-
dren on social media platforms. 

Recognizing that AI may alter 
careers regulated by profes-
sional licensing boards, the task 
force recommended coordina-
tion with those boards to deter-
mine when and how the 
technology should be used in 
specific professions. Members 
also endorsed creating a 
statewide AI work group to 
bring together governments, 
educational institutions, health-
care providers, industry and cit-
izens to identify needs, collect 
data, promote AI literacy and 
ensure trusted development and 
governance across Kentucky. 

Based on various news 
sources, the task force further 
suggested folding AI develop-
ment and oversight into existing 
legislative committee jurisdic-
tions rather than creating a new 
stand-alone body. It also pro-
posed setting minimum re-
quirements for where data 
centers can be located and how 
they must collaborate with local, 
state and private entities. An-
other recommendation urges 
lawmakers to consider the mas-
sive water and power demands 
of data centers and the “state 
needing more baseload power 
to ensure grid sufficiency,” with 
consultation from the Public 
Service Commission. 

Several lawmakers raised 
concerns about growing strain 
on Kentucky’s energy grid. Leg-
islation is expected in January to 
address those issues. 

The group’s final recommen-
dation encourages Kentucky’s 
congressional delegation to 
pursue national AI policies on 
consumer protection, data pri-
vacy, name-image-likeness 
rights and small-business im-
pacts associated with a patch-
work of state laws. 

 

County on holiday 
Crittenden County offices will 

close for the Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays, county officials 
announced. 

In observance of Christmas, 
the Crittenden County Office 
Complex, Crittenden County 
Road Department, Marion Con-
venience Center and the Crit-
tenden County Animal Shelter 
will be closed Thursday, Dec. 
25, through Sunday, Dec. 28. 
Normal hours will resume Mon-
day, Dec. 29. 

For the New Year’s holiday, 
the same offices will be closed 
Thursday, Jan. 1, through Sun-
day, Jan. 4. Normal operations 
will resume Monday, Jan. 5. 

 
Between Printed Editions  

Tune in to The Press Online 
for breaking news.  

We also ask that you subscribe to  
our YouTube Channel.  
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Christmas as a holiday 
has been through the 
historical wringer. It has 
been celebrated by the 
Church, per-
haps as early 
as the second 
century. We 
have Christ-
mas sermons 
as early as the 
fourth centu-
ry. Throughout 
this time, many 
have claimed 
that it is based 
on pagan holi-
days honoring 
Mithras or Sol 
Invictus. Not 
to mention the 
left-over yule 
tribute to Odin, 
and mistletoe 
as represent-
ing the tears of 
Frigg. I suspect that the 
debate will continue.

What may not be as 
widely known is that 
the earliest Christians 
were more concerned 
about when Jesus was 
conceived, rather than 
when he was born. There 
is debate about this as 
well, but there are early 
writings (second century) 
that indicate Christians 
believed Jesus was con-
ceived around the time 
of Passover, which would 
lead to a birth in mid-late 
December. If this is the 
case, then the connec-
tion to winter solstice is 
coincidental, rather than 
intentional. Still, we can-
not deny all the intru-
sions from other religious 
and secular sources have 
altered the celebration of 
Jesus’ birth beyond rec-
ognition for those who 
lived in the past. 

Christmas did not 
get off to a good start in 
the United States. The 
May昀ower landed just a 
week before Christmas 
in 1620, just before the 
harshness of winter set 
in. The next boat, The 
Fortune, arrived in No-
vember the following 
year, without supplies, 
and left three weeks lat-
er with pelts and other 
goods for England. Here 
is an account by William 
Bradford from that sec-
ond Christmas.

“On the day called 
Chrismasday [sic.], the 
governor called them out 

to work. But the most of 
this new company ex-
cused themselves and 
said it went against their 

conscience to 
work on the 
day. . .  But 
when they 
came home at 
noon from their 
work he found 
them in the 
street (play-
ing games). 
He told them 
it was against 
his conscience 
that they 
should play 
while others 
worked, so he 
took away their 
(games).” (Wil-
liam Bradford, 
Journal Entry, 
1621). 

Later Christmas be-
came a day of dancing, 
card playing, and drink-
ing. In 1651 Massachu-
setts passed a law, “It is 
therefore ordered by this 
court and the authority 
thereof, that whosoever 
shall be found observing 
any such day as christ-
mas; [sic.] or the like, ei-
ther by forbearing labour 
[sic.], Penalty for feasting, 
or any other way upon 
any such account as 
afore keeping said, every 
such person so offending, 
shall pay for every such 
offence 昀ve shillings as a 
昀ne to the county. (1651) 
(From Charters and Gen-
eral Laws of … Massa-
chusetts Bay.)

Seen as a day for 
drinking and debauchery 
in the early years of the 
colonies. Most likely this 
had more to do with Puri-
tan, and especially sepa-
ratist) sensibilities. Much 
of what we enjoy about 
Christmas today trav-
elled from England in the 
Victorian times through 
the German Prince Al-
bert. Nineteenth century 
German immigrants add-
ed to this – especially the 
Christmas tree. In June 
1870, Christmas was 
added as an unpaid hol-
iday. Tagged on to a bill 
about electors in presi-
dential elections.

In our lifetimes, Christ-
mas in the United States 
has been marked by post 
WWII prosperity and con-
sumerism. Three mov-

ies within a decade of 
the end of WWII come to 
mind as having a mas-
sive cultural effect on us 
– even if you haven’t seen 
them. Which I cannot 
imagine! 

It’s a Wonderful Life 
(1946) is a look at the val-
ue of everyone’s life and 
an af昀rmation of those 
who did not serve in the 
war. It is a nostalgic look 
at America before the war 
and ends with the opti-
mism of home-ownership 
and the promise of new 
technologies (plastics!)  

Recognized as a hol-
iday in 1870 by Ulysses 
S. Grant.

Miracle on 34th Street 
(1947) is an introduction 
to the “magic of Christ-
mas” and the power of 
imagination and belief 
in Santa Claus. Its fo-
cus has had the effect of 
making “faith and family” 
a theme that competes 
with the birth of Christ 
at this time of year, and a 
turn toward secularism.

White Christmas 
(1954) is no doubt still 
loved by card makers 
everywhere. It is a mu-
sical comedy that cap-
tures post-war America. 
The 1950s were a time 
of economic expansion, 
the results of the G.I. 
bill educating veterans, 
and optimism in Ameri-
can power and in昀uence. 
Again, there was a turn 
toward nostalgia, but one 
that was likely needed by 
veterans.

Through all the syncre-
tism, consumerism, and 
criticism there shines 
hope for us all. Enjoy the 
gifts, the meals, the fam-
ily times, and the special 
worship services. Keep 
this in mind,  And what-
ever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in 
the name of the Lord Je-
sus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him.” 
(Colossians 3:17, RSV). 
And remember to, “Wel-
come one another, there-
fore, as Christ has wel-
comed you, for the glory 
of God.” (Romans 15:7)

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Trouble from the beginning



The Marion of yester-
year was a very festive 
place. Parties and fun 
gatherings were much 
anticipated events. By 
the articles that appeared 
in the archives of The 
Crittenden Presses, you 
can tell much planning 
and preparation was 
done to get ready for 
these elaborately dec-
orated parties.   

The homes must have 
been a beautiful sight 
with all the live, colorful 
greenery decorations and 
the ladies and gentlemen 
in their finest attire. Let's 
visit some of these holi-
day parties and see what 
was going on all those 
years ago. 

––––– 
Dec. 28, 1903 

The "As You Like It" Club 
Banquet 

The ladies composing 
the "As You Like It" Club 
gave a recep-
tion in honor of 
their husbands 
and a few in-
vited guests at 
the New Marion 
Hotel on Mon-
day night, 
which was in-
deed elegant 
and delightful 
in all its ap-
pointments and 
was unani-
mously rated 
an occasion 
long to be re-
membered on 
account of the 
pleasant mem-
ories associated with it. 

The contests were spir-
ited and in every case 
were unique and spar-
kling with originality. The 
first was the "Art Gallery" 
contest, and it was a 
source of much pleasure 
to the streams of visitors 
who thronged it from the 
time it was thrown open, 
all eager to win the 
prizes. 

Mr. Johnson and Mrs. 
Jenkins finally were de-
cided winners, although 
they had to contest for 
the honors with a half-
dozen other lucky ones 
who also had the an-
swers correct. 

The booby prizes were 
awarded to Mr. and Mrs. 
Groves, of Hawesville, Ky. 
Next came the choice of 
partners for supper, 
which was by a fishing 
contest, and the "catch" 
in each case was a pleas-
ant surprise, and re-
minded each Benedict of 
the days of "Auld Lang 
Syne" as he tripped out 
to the Banquet table with 
some other fellows’ girl 

The delicacies of 
the Christmas season 
and the fruits of all cli-
mates were daintily 
served, while the soft 
strains of the Italian 
harp, that sweetest of all 
instruments, floated out 
on the air. Mrs. Jenkins 
had prepared a special 
holiday list of music for 
the occasion and it was 

much appreciated and 
enjoyed by all present. 

Next came the histori-
cal contest, which was 
especially interesting and 
novel. Mrs. Moore did the 
honors as hostess, as-
sisted by Miss Leaffa Wil-
born.  Those present, 
other than the hostess 
and her fair assistant, 
were: Prof. and Mrs. 
Groves, Hawesville; Mr. 
and Mrs. Chas. Moore, 
Mr. and Mrs. Horace 
Sayre, Congressman and 
Mrs. James, Mr. and 
Mrs. Lon Johnson, Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Haynes, 
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall 
Jenkins, Misses Lena, 
Ina and Sallie Woods, 
Mrs. Perry Maxwell, Mrs. 
Edgar James, Misses Liz-
zie and Ruby James, 
Miss Nell Walker, 
Messrs, Sam Gugen-
heim, D. C. Roberts, W. 
J. Jones, W. D. Baird and 

Haywood Williams.  
––––– 

Dec. 1907 
Watch Night Party 
at Albert J. Pickens 

The year 1907 
will soon be gone, 
its blessings, privi-
leges and opportu-
nities will be 
remembered with 
things of the past.  
Some will be like 
nuggets of gold to 
us, and now as 
1907 comes to a 
close we find 30 
people gathered at 
the home of A. J. 
Pickens to spend 

the afternoon with him 
and family in their new 
home built on Pierce St. 

He had prepared to en-
tertain all his nearest 
neighbors. We were hav-
ing a fine time in social 
conversation when the 
call was made for dinner. 
Now this first call of 
course meant the pretti-
est of course, and this in-
cludes Messrs. Frank I. 
Travis, A. A. Deboe, Dr. 
Perry, Hunter Lamb, 
Nute Thomas, P. C. 
Lamb, Homer Paris, Wm. 
J. Hill and Mesdames R. 
L. Wilson, Frank I. Tra-
vis, Dr. Perry and P. J. 
Hill.  This was the first 
table and it seemed from 
the way they ate, they 
were enjoying it very 
much.  

Now if I can, I will tell 
you what was on the 
table: beef roast, turkey, 
spare ribs, chicken, corn 
bread and biscuit.  Oh! a 
variety of pies and cakes 
and in fact everything 
you could think of, that 
was good. 

The dining room was 
beautifully decorated in 
festive holiday colors of 
red and green with 
touches of gold and silver 
ornaments throughout. 

––––– 
Dec. 19, 1912 

Brilliant Social Function 
 
The holiday festivities 

were given a delightful 
introduction last Sat-

urday afternoon when 
the first of the season’s 
affairs was given by Mrs. 
Wm. Barnett and her two 
lovely daughters, Mrs. 
Jack Thomas and Miss 
Esther Barnett, who en-
tertained at cards at the 
beautiful new Barnett 
home on South Main 
Street. 

Mrs. Barnett wore a 
handsome gown of brown 
silk charmeuse; daugh-
ters, Mrs. Thomas wore a 
blue crepe meteor and 
Miss Esther Barnett wore 
blue silk charmeuse, and 
they received their guests 
with a charming hospi-
tality, for which the 
family is justly so well 
known. 

The interior of the new 
home was decorated in 
holly with ropes of smilax 
and a profusion of red 
carnations. The color 
scheme was green and 
red and it was carried out 
in the refreshments, 
which were furnished by 
an Evansville caterer. 

Among those who 
graced the occasion with 
their presence were Mes-
dames Clem S. Nunn, J. 
S. Henry, Sam Gugen-
heim, J. I. Clement, C. P. 
Browning of Rosiclare, 
Ill., and Misses Della 
Barnes, Martha Henry, 
Kitty and Ellis Gray, 
Ruby James and Eva 
Clement. 

––––– 
Dec 25, 1912 

The Grand Ball at the 
Opera House – They 
dined and danced all 
night. 

Cards announcing the 
"First Annual Christmas 
Ball" were welcome vis-
itors at the home of all 
those who enjoy tripping 
the light fantastic and in-
vited the recipient and 
friend to the opera house 
on Christmas night. One 
hundred invitations were 
issued and a splendid 
band from Smithland en-
gaged, and the occasion 
was swell in the extreme. 

The opera house was 
decorated beautifully and 
tastefully. At midnight 
the gay dancers repaired 
to the New Marion Hotel, 
where a feast fit for the 
Gods and been prepared 
by the host Baird and his 
assistants. 

After the courses were 
served the dance was re-
sumed and continued 
until the wee small hours 
when carriages were 
called and whirled the 
guests to their various 
homes just as the streaks 
of dawn were appearing 
in the east. 

––––– 
Dec. 31, 1919 

Watch Night Party 
 
Miss Virginia Flanary 

very charmingly enter-
tained Wednesday even-
ing Dec. 31 at a watch 
night dinner. Dec-
orations in the holiday 
colors of red and green 
combined with tinsel and 

holly were used with 
pretty effect through out 
the house. The lights 
were shaded with red, 
and in the dining room 
clusters of tiny cupids 
hung from the shade. 

Streamers of red and 
green extended to each 
plate from a mound of 
snow and evergreen in 
the center of the table. 
Attached to these 
streamers were witty 
toasts for each guest 
present. 

The nut baskets were 
in the shape of poinset-
tias blossoms, while the 
place cards were pretty 
snow scenes and small 
cupids were given as fa-
vors. Seated with the 
hostess were Misses Eliz-
abeth Rochester, Miriam 
Pierce, Myrtle Glas, Lilly 
Dunn, Ruth Moore, 
Jewel Rankin; Messrs, 
Doyle Vaughn,      
George Gumbert, Kenna 
Powell, Isam Morse, 
Charles Cassady; Mrs. 
Clint Meadors of Dawson 
Springs and Mesdames 
and Messrs. Wm. H. 
Rochester and Newton 
Moore. 

––––– 
I’m sure many good 

memories were made to 
those attending the fun 
and festive parties of yes-
teryear.  
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Festive Christmases of Marion’s past

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages The top photo was the home of Mrs. William Barnett and her two daughters, who 

entertained their friends at a card party, in their beautiful new home built on South 
Main Street in 1912. Directly above, the home of Mr. and Mrs. Al Pickens was the 
site of entertaining family and friends at a watch night party in their spacious home 
on Pierce Street built in 1904. 
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The Crittenden County 
Volunteer Fire Department 
recognized two members 
for outstanding service dur-
ing its annual Christmas 
party and dinner last week-
end.  

James “Cornbread” 
Mayes was named Fire-
fighter of the Year for his 
dedication to the volunteer 
service and his consistent 
willingness to assist whe-
never needed.  

Matt Lynn received the 
Most Improved Firefighter 
award, recognizing his com-
mitment to training, con-

tinued learning and skill de-
velopment to improve effi-
ciency on the job.  

Department leaders ex-

press appreciation to vol-
unteers who continue to 
serve the community during 
times of need.

Firemen earn 
recognition

James “Cornbread” Mayes (left) and Matt Lynn receive awards from chief Chris Cooksey.



for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to 
post a classi昀ed ad.

employment
Worker Needed: In need 
of someone with carpentry 
ability for interior house 昀n-
ish work. TEXT ONLY 270-
704-3234 (TFC) je

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, side-
walks, driveways, room 
additions, rock driveways, 
clean ditches. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, Joe 
Mattingly Concrete Con-
struction. (12t-52-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more 
information, contact the 
classi昀ed department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email us 
at advertising@the-press.
com.

legal notices
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County District 
Court Marion, KY do certi-
fy that the followin has 昀led 
notice of Final Settlement:
Cobie Evans of 100 West 
Adair Street, Smithland, 
KY administrator of Danny 
Ray Adams, deceased.
The foregoing settlement  
is to be heard at the reg-
ular session of Crittenden 
District Court on January 
14, 2026 at 8:30 a.m. All 
persons having exceptions 
to said settlement are to 
昀le same at once.
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court 
(1t-51-c)
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County District 
Court Marion, KY do certify 
that the following has 昀led 
notice of Final Settlement:
Patricia Vied of 669 S.R. 
1077, Marion, KY 42064 
executrix of Portia Kleinik, 
deceased, whose address 
was 12 Love Cemetery 
Road., Marion, KY 42064.
The foregoing Settlement 
is to be heard at the reg-
ular session of Crittenden 
District Court on January 
15, 2026. All persons hav-
ing exceptions to said set-
tlements are to 昀le same at 
once. (1t-51-c)

statewide
BATHROOM REMODEL

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Se-
nior & Military Discounts 
available. Call: 1-833-770-
0957
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. (Of-
fer ends 12/31/25.) Call 
1-866-837-5986
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 

available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539
BUSINESS SPACE FOR 
RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space 
for rent: Second 昀oor with 
four large of昀ce areas, re-
stroom. Of昀ce desks fur-
nished. Located ½ mile 
from I-64 Lawrenceburg 
exit 53A. Electric, water, 
gas, utilities and inter-
net included. $2,200  per 
month.  Call David Thomp-
son, Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation, 502-223-8821.
BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or 
junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. 
Sell your car to Peddle. 
Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. 
Fast payment. Call 1-844-
440-0399
BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-888-287-5615
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and local 
channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium 
Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-888-340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, 
call now for a free quote 
and see how much you 
can save! 1-877-548-7494
Get DISH Satellite TV + 
Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv 
and get your 昀rst three 
months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-292-5435
CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimit-
ed Talk, Text and Data For 
Just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One 
Low Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone Ev-
ery Year On Us! 855-841-
2894
Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and 
text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-353-2982
DEBT HELP

In昀ation is at 40 year 
highs. Interest rates are 
way up. Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Do you have $10k or more 
in debt? Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF and 昀nd out 
how to pay off your debt for 
signi昀cantly less than what 
you owe! FREE quote: Call 
1-844-262-5602
Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $15,000 in debt 
we help you be debt free in 
as little as 24-48 months. 

Pay nothing to enroll. Call 
Now: 1-877-857-0268
DONATIONS
(VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Sched-
ule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Veteran 
Car Donations at 1-833-
984-2146 today!
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans 昀nd work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-485-3141.
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a gen-
erous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-877-581-3053 
today!
FOOD SERVICE

When you want the best, 
you want Omaha Steaks! 
100% guaranteed and de-
livered to your door! Our 
Butcher’s Deluxe Package 
comes with 8 FREE Oma-
ha Steaks Smash Burgers 
ONLY $89.99.  Call 1-888-
256-0067  and mention 
code 79797FDK or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/
Deluxe2696
HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-982-0374
Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheap-
er alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special 
- Only $99! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
690-2326
HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFil-
ter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-866-329-2415 
to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obligation 
estimate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Plus, Military 
& Seniors get an additional 
10% off. Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see 
representative for warranty 
and offer details.
SunSetter. America’s 
Number One Awning! In-
stant shade at the touch of 
a button. Transform your 
deck or patio into an out-
door oasis. Up to 10-year 
limited warranty. Call now 
and SAVE $350 today! 
1-866-348-8793
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302
HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-688-8576 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-900-
7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26 #6258
INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780
MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 

Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-7011
SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-
5407
WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S SPORT 
WATCHES. Rolex, Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Dayto-

na, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-6058
WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-855-209-2951 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/
Kentucky
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STAFF REPORT 
When Elliot Evans scored 

20 last week at Carlisle 
County and eclipsed the 
1,000-point milestone, it set 
the stage for what could be 
another remarkable feat for 
this year’s basketball team. 

It’s rare to have two 1,000 
point scorers on the same 
team at one time, but Evans 
joined Anna Boone, who only 
a few days earlier had moved 
up the all-time scoring list to 
No. 2 behind career leader 
Taylor Guess (2017-2023). 
Boone went into this week’s 
game at Union County with 
1,855 points after passing 
Cassidy Moss on the career 
scoring list.  

Now, Jordyn Hodge could 
make this an exceptionally 
rare lineup by joining the 
1,000 Point Club, too. She 
started the week only 250 
points away. 
C r i t t e n d e n 
C o u n t y 
H i g h 
School has 
never had 
a team 
with three 
1,000 point 
scorers in the 
same lineup. 

The Lady Rockets played at 
Union County Tuesday, but 
results were not available for 
this week’s newspaper be-
cause of an early Christmas 
deadline. 
Victory at Carlisle County 

Evans and Hodge both 
scored 20 points in Critten-
den’s 64-44 win last Thurs-
day at Carlisle County.  

Evans became the 13th 
Lady Rocket in school history 
to cross the 1K point plateau 
as CCHS improved 6-2. 

Crittenden dropped seven 
three pointers in the first 
half, racing out to a substan-
tial lead then unloading the 

bench for much of the second 
half. 
Girls off to Florida next week 

The girls will be off for a few 
days for Christmas before fly-
ing to Florida to play over the 
holiday break. They open 
play in the KSA Holiday Tour-
nament at Gaylord Palms Re-
sort in Orlando. 

Crittenden’s girls open 
against Medina High School 
from Ohio. Their pool in-
cludes Keyser High from West 
Virginia, First Baptist Acad-
emy of Orlando, Fla., North 
Buncombe High from 
Weaversville, N.C., Quaker 
Valley from Leetsdale, Pa.; 
Riverview High from Sara-
sota, Fla., and Rye High 
School from New York. 

Based on MaxPreps data, 
the Sarasota team appears to 
be among the strongest in the 
field with a 6-3 record at the 
end of last week’s play.  

From the Cleveland area, 
Medina, the Lady Rockets’ 
opening opponent, was 3-3 

after its first six games. The 
Battling Bees average scoring 
48 points a game and the 
team is ranked No. 4 out of 
eight in the Greater Cleveland 
Conference. 

Tournament teams from 
across the country are di-
vided into 8-team pools 
where they play three games 
then advance to bracket play 
to close out the event. KSA 
offers a fee-based streaming 
platform on its website so 

fans back home can watch 
games online. 

 
Crittenden Co.    25    42    58    64 
Carlisle County    8    20    33    44 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 12, Evans 20, 
Hodge 20, Federico, Rushing 10, 
Holeman, Stewart, Berry 2, Champion, 
Rich, Kemmer. FG 25. 3-pointers 7 
(Evans 3, Boone 2, Hodge 2). FT 7-10. 
CARLISLE COUNTY – Perez 2, Bruer 
11, Tornsbrough 2, Hogancamp 22, 
Webb 7. FG 17. 3-pointers none. FT 
10-17. 
 

BASKETBALL 

Upcoming Ball Games 

TUESDAY, Dec. 23 
Rockets at Murray High 
Lady Rockets at Union County 
 (Results unavailable at press time) 
JANUARY 2 
Rockets host Mayfield 
JANUARY 3 
Rockets at Webster County 
Lady Rockets host Mayfield 

 
ALL A TOURNAMENT 

Girls Opening Round 
Monday, Jan. 5 

University Heights at Heritage Christian 
Caldwell County at Livingston Central 
Lyon County at Fort Campbell 
Crittenden County at Dawson Springs 

Thursday, Jan. 8 
Semifinal round at Dawson, 6 pm 
Semifinal round at Dawson, 7:30pm 

Saturday, Jan. 10 
Championship at Dawson, 4pm 
 

ALL A CLASSIC 
Boys Opening Round 

Tuesday, Jan. 6 at 6pm 
Livingston Central at Dawson Springs 
University Heights at Fort Campbell 
Lyon County at Caldwell County 
Heritage Christian at Crittenden Co. 

Friday, Jan. 9 
Semifinal round at Dawson, 6 pm 
Semifinal round at Dawson, 7:30pm 

Saturday, Jan. 10 
Championship at Dawson, 7:30pm 
 
SPORTS FACILITY 

Launchpad Opens Jan. 5 

   West Kentucky Launchpad is 
preparing to open its doors in Marion 
as a new athletic training facility serv-
ing athletes of all ages and skill levels. 
The facility will provide training re-
sources for baseball, softball and jiu-
jitsu, along with open facility time, 
athlete development services and 
community-focused programming. 
Ahead of the official opening, West 
Kentucky Launchpad is offering a free 
hitting assessment for baseball and 
softball players on January 3-4. Space 
is very limited and advance RSVP is 
required. The facility will officially open 
for training on January 5, with base-
ball, softball and jiu-jitsu programs 
available. Additional amenities, includ-
ing a community gym and expanded 
training opportunities, are planned and 
will be added in the near future. West 
Kentucky Launchpad is located on 
Sturgis Road in Marion at the former 
Marion True Value property. For more 
information or to RSVP for the free hit-
ting assessment, contact Colby Davis 
at 270-994-2019. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Deer archery                   Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Turkey archery                Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Deer crossbow          Sept 20 - Jan 19 
Raccoon                           Oct 1 - Feb 28 
Turkey crossbow             Nov 8 - Dec 31 
Bobcat trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Squirrel                          Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Quail                              Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Rabbit        Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Raccoon trapping          Nov 10 - Feb 28  
Coyote trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Bobcat                           Nov 15 - Feb 28 
Canada goose               Nov 27 - Feb 15 
Snow Ross goose         Nov 27 - Feb 15 
White-fronted goose      Nov 27 - Feb 15  
Coyote night, lights      Dec 1 - March 31 
Duck                                Dec 7 - Jan 31  
Dove                              Dec 20 - Jan 11 
Deer Free Youth                  Dec 27-28 

Crow                                Jan 4 - Feb 28 
Youth waterfowl                           Feb 14 

Coyote daytime                    Year Round 
Ground hog                          Year Round 
 

Top KY harvest counties 

   Here are the top deer harvest coun-
ties in Kentucky based on KDFWR 
data as of Sunday. 
County                Male      Female     Total 
Hardin               1,749      1,594     3,343 
Breckinridge      1,541      1,391     2,932 
Christian            1,555      1,285     2,840 
Hart                   1,372      1,224     2,596 
Graves              1,281      1,292     2,573 
Shelby               1,254      1,301     2,555 
Pendleton          1,302      1,245     2,547 
Washington       1,257      1,267     2,524 
Nelson               1,248      1,222     2,470 
Hopkins             1,325       993       2,318 
Crittenden         1,147      1,128     2,275 
Pulaski              1,381       847       2,228 
Grayson            1,166      1,043     2,209 
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Evans becomes 13th player to reach 1K points

Rockets tripped up in games at St. Mary event

Rocket senior Brayden Poindexter mixes it up against Union County  
in a game earlier this month at Rocket Arena.

Crittenden County freshman Roane Topp (5) cuts loose a pass dur-
ing the Rockets game last week at home against Lyon County.

Senior guard Elliot Evans, posing with Coach Shannon Hodge, 
scored 20 points at Carlisle County last Thursday and became 
the 13th player in school history to eclipse the 1,000 point mile-
stone.

Champions! 
Crittenden County’s seventh-
grade basketball boys recently 
captured the 5th District cham-
pionship. Players are (front 
from left) Coach Brian Farmer, 
Tripp Martin, Barrett Brown, 
Landry Pollard, Knox Cham-
pion, Grayson Littlefield, Bode 
Merrill, Wyatt Craft, (back) As-
sistant Coach Doug Campbell, 
Assistant Coach Brandon Stin-
nett, Brady Polk, Noah Moss, 
Eastyn Howell, Conley Palmer, 
Eli Taylor, Axel Topp and Rex 
Boone. Not pictured were 
Gannon Taylor and Parker 
Lingerfelt.

STAFF REPORT 
At Paducah St. Mary’s 

Christmas Tournament 
Monday, Rocket basketball 
fans got a glimpse of what 
could come down to a battle 
for third place in the Fifth 
District by season’s end. 

Crittenden drew Trigg 
County in a tournament 
consolation match and lost 
68-44 to its district foe, 
which will be on the sched-
ule again Jan. 13 at Rocket 
Arena. 

 Crittenden County lost 
control of the game early in 
the second half as Trigg 
County used a 16-0 run. 
Brady Dayberry scored 11 
points to lead Crittenden 
County, while eighth-grade 
guard Kash Myers added a 
season-high nine.  

With Lyon, ranked in the 
top 20 statewide, and Liv-
ingston featuring a power-
ful inside-out punch this 
season, the Rockets and 
Wildcats will likely end up 
duking it out for third in 
the district. 

Crittenden lost all three 
of its games in the Paducah 
holiday tournament and 
was 0-11 going into a 
matchup Tuesday of this 
week at Murray High. Re-
sults of that game were not 
available due to an earlier 
Christmas deadline for this 
week’s newspaper. 
Rockets fall to South Fulton 

Crittenden County fell to 
0-10 on the season Satur-
day with a 71-33 loss to 
Tennessee school South 
Fulton in the second round 
of the St. Mary Christmas 
Tournament. 

The Rockets continued to 
struggle offensively, shoot-
ing just 5-26 from the floor 
in the first half and 4-for-27 
in the final half. 

Point guard Logan Martin 

led the way with a half 
dozen points while Jack 
Porter, Brady Dayberry and 
Brayden Poindexter were 
close behind with 5 points 
apiece. 
Poindexters combine for 26 

The Poindexter brothers 
combined for just about 
half of the Rockets’ points 
in a 77-36 loss to host St;. 
Mary in the opening round 
of its annual Christmas 
Tournament Thursday. 

Sophomore Conner 
Poindexter netted 14 points 
and senior Brayden 
Poindexter dropped a 
dozen. The older one had 
five fielders, including one 
three, and the younger sib-
ling scored eight of his 
team-high at the foul line. 
 
CRITTENDEN vs Trigg – Martin 3, 
Porter 2, Dayberry 11, Topp 3, B. 
Poindexter 4, Young 4, Ellington 0, 
C. Poindexter 4, Myers 9, Bumpus 
4, Jones 2, Bryant 0.  
Crittenden County    9     20    30  33 
South Fulton, Tenn.22    40    59  71 
CRITTENDEN – Ellington 3, Porter 
5, Bumpus 1, Bryant, Topp 6, Day-
berry 5, Jones, Myers, Hutchison, 
Martin 6, C.Poindexter 2, Hughes, 
B.Poindexter 5, Counts. FG 11. 3-
pointers 5 (Ellington, Porter, Day-
berry, Martin, B.Poindexter). FT 
6-12. 
South Fulton – Joyner 22, Barclay 3, 
Cooley 7, Gore, Rice 10, Choate 13, 
Mulcahy 13. FG 26. 3-pointers 4. FT 
15-18.  
 
Crittenden County    6     15    24  36 
Paducah St. Mary   30    51    73  77 
CRITTENDEN – Martin, Ellington, 
Topp, B.Poindexter 12, Porter, Bum-
pus 1, C.Poindexter 14, Myers 2, 
Hughes, Bryant 4, Murray, Counts, 
Hutchison, Jones. FG 11. 3-pointers 
2 (Jones, B.Poindexter). FT 12-18. 
ST. MARY – Mayes 13, Griffith 7, 
Nichols 11, Puckett 17, Spurr 9, 
Fearon 4, Itiavkase 6, Pittman 10. 
FG 31. 3-pointers 7. FT 9-9.

Evans’ Scoring Year by Year 
Senior season*                    84 
Junior season                     245 
Sophomore season            321 
Freshman season              241 
8th grade season               125  
CURRENT TOTAL           1,016 

 *Through last week’s games 

LADY ROCKET 1K POINT CLUB 
Taylor Guess        2,643      2017-23 
Anna Boone         1,855  2021-Present 
Cassidy Moss       1,829      2012–17 
Jeanne Hinchee   1,628      1973-78 
Shannon Collins   1,534      1979-85 
Jessi Hodge         1,448      2006-11 
Morgan Dooms    1,333      2000-04 
Chelsea Oliver     1,288      2011-15 
Vanessa Gray      1,123      1981-84 
Jessie Mathieu     1,065      2001–06 
Nahla Woodward 1,037      2015-21 
Madison Champion 1,017      2014-18 
Elliot Evans          1,016  2021-Present 



Magistrate Scott Belt will serve as 
Sheriff Evan Head’s 2026 appointee to 
Crittenden County Board of Elections. 
Both are Republicans. 

Kentucky sheriffs, statutory mem-
bers of their respective county’s four-
member Board of Elections, must 
temporarily resign their seat during 
any year they are seeking office. Since 
Head is seeking re-election next year, 
the selection to fill 
his seat is his own. 
Belt, who has pre-
viously served as 
former Sheriff 
Wayne Agent’s ap-
pointee to the 
Board, will not be 
seeking re-election 
to his District 6 
seat on Crittenden 
Fiscal Court; there-
fore, no conflict ex-
ists. 

Belt’s appoint-
ment was acknowledged at Friday’s 
Board of Elections regular meeting. 

In addition to the sheriff, County 
Boards of Elections are comprised of 
the county clerk, who serves as chair of 
the group, and both Republican and 
Democratic county party committee ap-
pointees. County Clerks may, but are 
not obligated to temporarily resign their 
seat during a year in which they are 
seeking election. 

Crittenden County Clerk Daryl Tabor 
will retain his seat on the Board in 

2026 and will be joined by Belt, Demo-
crat Kathleen Guess and Republican 
Jared Byford in administering election 
laws and supervising registration and 
purgation of voters within the county. 

Also at Friday’s meeting, the Board 
set its 2026 calendar for regular meet-
ings, which are open to the public. 
Generally, meetings are set for 3:30 
p.m. on the second Tuesday of each 
month in which there is no election, 
save Feb. 3; and all meetings are held 
at Crittenden County Office Complex. 
The Board meets in all-day session on 
May 19 and Nov. 3 for the primary and 
general elections, respectively. It will 
also meet at noon on May 21 and Nov. 
5 for post-election certification and au-
dits. 

 
The 2026 meeting schedule is as follows: 
Tuesday, Jan. 13 at 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb 3 at 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 10 at 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 14 at 3:30 p.m. 
Primary Election Day: All day Tuesday, May 19 
Thursday, May 21 at noon for certification, 
SBE 49, post-election audit 
Tuesday, June 9 at 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 14 at 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 3:30 p.m. 
General Election Day: All day Tuesday, Nov. 3 
Thursday, Nov. 5 at noon for certification, 
SBE 49, post-election audit 
Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 3:30 p.m.
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Scott Belt

STAFF REPORT 
A Livingston County 

grand jury returned a se-
ries of indictments this 
month. A grand jury’s 
role is limited to deter-
mining whether suffi-
cient probable cause 
exists for charges to pro-
ceed in circuit court; it 
does not determine guilt 
or innocence. 

•Mary Rebecca Penn, 
36, of Marion was origi-
nally charged with a 
felony wanton endanger-
ment count, but the case 
was amended to a misde-
meanor. She is now 
charged with second-de-
gree wanton endanger-
ment and third-degree 
terroristic threatening, 
both misdemeanors. Her 
case was remanded to 
district court. 

•David R. Morris, 55, of 
Owensboro was indicted 
for felony first-degree 
possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia. 
Morris was arrested Aug. 
3 when a search warrant 
was executed at a resi-
dence on Iuka Road near 
Grand Rivers in connec-
tion with an ongoing in-
vestigation into illegal 
drug activity, according 
to a police citation. 

•Donald V. Moore Jr., 
63, of Marion was in-
dicted for felony first-de-
gree possession of a 
controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) , 
along with charges of 
speeding, reckless driv-
ing, possession of mari-
juana, possession of 
drug paraphernalia, re-
sisting arrest and first-of-
fense DUI. Court records 

indicate the charges 
stem from a February 
2023 traffic stop after 
deputies observed a sil-
ver Ford Escape swerving 
across the roadway. In-
vestigators allegedly 
found a digital scale and 
drug paraphernalia in-
side the vehicle. Officers 
also reported discovering 
bags of suspected meth 
on the ground and in 
Moore’s hand. Deputies 
seized $2,241 believed to 
be drug proceeds. 

•Corey J. Stokes, also 
known as Wolf Rezz, 26, 
of Glen Allen, Va., was 
indicted on a direct sub-
mission for prohibited 
use of an electronic com-
munication system to 
procure a minor for sex. 

•Lori Kinnes, 57, of 
Burna was indicted on 
two counts of indecent 
exposure, along with 
charges of public intoxi-
cation, second-degree 
disorderly conduct, re-
sisting arrest, two counts 
of third-degree assault 
and two counts of third-
degree terroristic threat-
ening. According to court 
records, Livingston 
County sheriff’s deputies 
responded to Salem on 
Oct. 2 following reports 
of a naked woman yelling 
at passing vehicles. 
Deputies located Kinnes 
behind a residence at 
101 E. Main St., where 
she allegedly appeared 
incoherent and under the 
influence of an illegal 
substance. During the 
arrest, she allegedly re-
sisted, fell to the ground 
and kicked Deputy Caleb 
Kindred in the groin. 

During transport, she al-
legedly threatened Kin-
dred and Sheriff Bobby 
Davidson, according to a 
citation. 

•Karsten Johansen, 
also known as Glenn Jo-
hansen, 67, of Ledbetter 
was indicted on a direct 
submission for first-de-
gree sexual abuse. 

•Elizabeth Edwards, 
38, of Paducah was in-
dicted for first-degree 
possession of a con-
trolled substance (co-
caine), along with 
possession of marijuana, 
possession of drug para-
phernalia and careless 
driving. 

•James B. Wurth, 47, 
of Benton was indicted 
for flagrant nonsupport. 

•Jayson P. Workman, 
47, of Smithland had a 
felony assault charge 
amended to fourth-de-
gree assault and was in-
dicted on remaining 
charges of second-degree 
criminal mischief, third-
degree terroristic threat-
ening and felony 
intimidating a partici-
pant in the legal process. 

•Stephen Wade 
Norville, 46, of Barnhart, 
Mo., was indicted for 
first-degree fleeing or 
evading police, along 
with ATV violations and 
operating a motor vehicle 
without a license. 

•Kevin George, 39, of 
Smithland was indicted 
for felony second-degree 
strangulation, along with 
misdemeanor charges of 
fourth-degree assault 
and operating on a sus-
pended or revoked oper-
ator’s license.

 LIVINGSTON COUNTY GRAND JURY

Sex crimes among 11 
indictments by jurors

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Middle 

School JAG program marked 
its growth and early success 
with an official ribbon-cutting 
ceremony last week at Rocket 
Arena. 

The event recognized the 
presence of Jobs for America’s 
Graduates at the middle school 
level and highlighted the pro-
gram’s impact on students in 
just its first two years. Nearly 
50 middle school students cur-
rently participate in the pro-
gram. 

Middle school JAG coordina-
tor Jared Brown was joined for 
the ceremony by JAG Program 
Manager Stephanie Rickman, 
Superintendent Tonya Driver, 
Middle School Principal Ashley 
Frederick, and students en-
rolled in the program. Also at-
tending were Emma Coleman, 
JAG coordinator at Crittenden 

County High School, and sev-
eral students from the high 
school program. 

The middle school initiative 
grew out of the success of JAG 
at the high school, which is 

now in its second year. That 
success opened the door for 
expansion to younger stu-
dents, giving them earlier ex-
posure to career readiness, 
leadership development and 

employability skills. 
Brown said a central focus of 

the program is helping stu-
dents challenge themselves be-
yond familiar boundaries. 

“Learning to be comfortable 
with being uncomfortable is an 
integral part of becoming a 
leader,” Brown said. 

He added that preparing stu-
dents for the transition to high 
school is a key objective of the 
middle school program. 

“In the end, I want to send 
honest, empathetic, account-
able, resilient, and decisive 
young men and women to high 
school where it is my expecta-
tion they continue to grow,” 
Brown said. 

JAG is a nationally recog-
nized program designed to 
support students through ca-
reer exploration, leadership 
training and personal develop-

ment, with the goal of improv-
ing graduation rates and long-
term success. At the middle 
school level, the program em-
phasizes building confidence, 
communication skills and 
teamwork while introducing 
students to career pathways 
and goal setting. 

School officials said the rib-
bon-cutting symbolized more 
than just a new program loca-
tion — it represented a com-
mitment to investing in 
students earlier and providing 
them with tools to succeed ac-
ademically and personally. 

With strong participation 
numbers and continued sup-
port from district leadership, 
the middle school JAG pro-
gram is expected to remain a 
key part of the district’s efforts 
to prepare students for high 
school and beyond.

Order Online Anytime

Activity Report   

Here is Crittenden County Sheriff Evan Head’s 
monthly activity for his department. 

                                              January       February 

Collisions Investigated 

Complaints 

Papers Served 

Unsuccessful Service Attempts 

Total Service Attempts 

Transports 

Special Detail 

Training Hours 

Verbal Warning 

Courtesy Notice 

Criminal Citation 

Officer Assist 

Building Checks 

Total Manhours 

Bailiff Court Hours 

Cases Opened 

Felony Arrests 

Followup Investigations 

Misdemeanor Arrests 

Motorist Assists 

DUIs 

Traffic Citations 

General Policing 

Call for Service 

S 
H 
E 
R 
I 
F 
F

NOVEMBER 2025

EVAN 
H 
E 
A 
D

9 

43 

34 

3 

63 

1 

87 

300.5 

19 

1 

22 

5 

82 

956 

128 

2 

8 

2 

8 

1 

0 

4 

224 

31

7.6 

66.8 

53.0 

5.5 

104.1 

4.3 

58.7 

41.1 

24.4 

— 

17.7 

5.7 

50.6 

832 

86.7 

8.0 

8.8 

29.3 

10 

8.3 

2.5 

14.1 

156 

21 

—

                    2024 
    Nov.        Mo.Avg.

Students (in front) participating in the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
were (from left) Abel McKinney, Jase Asbridge, Ella Belt and Axton 
Rich.

JAG program marks growth with ribbon-cutting

Belt serving as appointee 
on 2026 Elections Board

EMS 
Continued from page 1 

county is looking at January or Febru-
ary to begin that process, which would 
reset the timeline for selecting a long-
term provider. 

In November, the county had re-
ceived competing proposals from Com-
Care and AmeriPro Health Ambulance 
outlining a range of coverage levels and 

costs, from single-unit 24-hour ad-
vanced life support service to expanded 
multi-unit staffing models. Neither will 
be accepted at this time based on new 
developments.  

Newcom said the extension gives the 
fiscal court flexibility to review service 
models, financing and long-term sus-
tainability before making a final deci-
sion on the future of ambulance service 
in Crittenden County.

CITY OF MARION  
NOTICE OF PASSAGE AND 
SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE 
 
ORDINANCE 25-20: AN ORDI-
NANCE AMENDING ORDI-
NANCE 25-10 THE PAY 
PLAN FOR CLASSIFIED CITY 
EMPLOYEES AND NON-
ELECTED OFFICIALS 
AND SETTING COMPENSA-
TION FOR ELECTED OFFI-
CIALS FOR FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING JULY 1, 2025, 
AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2026, 
AND ADOPTING THE PAY 
PLAN FOR ELECTED AND AP-
POINTED OFFICIALS FOR 
THE SAME FISCAL YEAR 
 
Notice is hereby given that the 
City Council of the City of Mar-
ion, Kentucky, at its 
regular meeting held on Decem-
ber 15, 2025, at 5:00 o’clock 
p.m., gave second reading 
and passed and adopted an Or-
dinance relating to the Marion 
Code of Ordinances, which 
Ordinance had been given its 
first reading at a regular meeting 
of the City Council held on 
November 17, 2025, at 5:00 o’-
clock p.m. A summary of the Or-
dinance is as follows: 
 
This Ordinance amends the Pay 
Plan to provide a 5.9% increase 
to the City Treasurer in the 
amount of $55,000.00. 
 
The full text of the Ordinance is 
on file in the Office of the City 
Clerk in the City Building, Mar-
ion, Kentucky, where it is avail-
able for public inspection. 
 

PREPARED BY: 
/s/ Robert B. Frazer 

ROBERT B. FRAZER 
LEGAL SERVICES OFFICER 

FRAZER LAW OFFICE 
ATTORNEYS –AT- LAW 

P.O. BOX 361 
MARION, KY 42064 

270/965-2261 
 

December 15, 2025



10A                                                                                                                      THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, December 25, 2025

Crittenden County Chamber of Commerce President Rebecca 
Woodall presented former Peoples Bank President Gordon Guess 
with the Chamber’s Home Grown Hero Award for December, rec-
ognizing a lifetime of service to Marion and Crittenden County.

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Chamber 

of Commerce recently pre-
sented Gordon Guess with its 
very first Home Grown Hero 
Award. As part of a new effort, 
the Chamber plans to recog-
nize local individuals each 
month for their service to the 
community. 

Chamber President Rebecca 
Woodall visited with Guess at 
his home to make the presen-
tation.  

Guess, 89, is a former Peo-
ples Bank president. He grew 
up in Marion and attended Co-
lumbia Military Academy in 
Tennessee before graduating 
from Vanderbilt University 
with a degree in economics and 
business administration. He 
served in the U.S. Army, retir-
ing as a captain after three 
years of active duty, including 
service connected to the Berlin 
crisis. While stationed in South 
Dakota, he played semi-profes-
sional baseball, a passion that 
would later shape much of his 
civic legacy. 

After early banking work in 
Louisville and Florida, Guess 
returned to Marion in 1973 to 
work alongside his father, Neil 

Guess, who founded Peoples 
Bank. Following his father’s 
death in 1974, Guess became 
bank president, a role he held 
for 33 years until retiring in 
2007 after selling the bank.  

Guess served two three-year 
terms on the Federal Reserve 
Bank of St. Louis, Louisville 
Branch. He helped organize 
and chair the Kentucky Com-
munity Bankers Association, 
and was deeply involved in Re-
publican politics. He served as 
president of the Crittenden 
County GOP, was a delegate to 
the 1980 Republican National 
Convention in Detroit that 
nominated Ronald Reagan, 
and worked closely over the 
years with leaders such as 
Mitch McConnell and Hal 
Rogers. 

In Marion, Guess played a 
central role in numerous civic 
projects, including helping es-
tablish the local economic de-
velopment corporation, 
chairing the library building 
committee, serving on the hos-
pital board during a period of 
expansion, supporting youth 
and recreational soccer, and 
operating grocery businesses 
in Marion and Salem. He also 

raised three children in the 
community. 

Sports have been another 
defining thread of Guess’ life. 
Known locally as “Mr. Base-
ball,” he founded the Marion 
Bobcats franchise in 2008 and 
helped revive organized base-
ball in the region through what 
became the Ohio Valley Colle-
giate Baseball League, where 
he remains active. The high 
school baseball field at Marion-
Crittenden County Park was 
named in his honor. Guess 
also spent years broadcasting 
baseball, basketball and foot-
ball games on WMJL Radio, 
earning recognition from the 
National Semi-Pro Baseball 
Hall of Fame for his media con-
tributions. 

Guess recently published a 
book of his memories and in-
teresting stories. It is available 
at the public library. 

The Home Grown Hero 
Award honors individuals 
whose commitment and lead-
ership have left a lasting im-
pact on the community, a 
description that chamber lead-
ers said fits Guess’ decades of 
service in banking, sports, civic 
life and public affairs.

Chamber makes Guess its first Home Grown Hero

BY REBECCA WOODALL 
CHAMBER PRESIDENT 

“There’s just nothing to 
do in Crittenden County.” 

We have all heard it, 
and if we are honest, 
most of us have probably 
said it at least once. But 
more often than not, it is 
not true. What we some-
times lack is not activity, 
but awareness. 

Crittenden County is 
full of people who care – 
people who show up, vol-
unteer, organize, plan 
and pour their hearts 
into creating things for 
our community. There 
are events. There are op-
portunities. There are 
things worth being part 
of. 

What often gets in the 
way is communication. 

Event organizers do 

their best to find a good 
date, but no one has ac-
cess to everyone else’s 
calendar. The result is 
overlap, missed opportu-
nities and the impression 
that nothing is happen-
ing when, in reality, 
plenty is. 

That is why the Crit-
tenden County Chamber 
of Commerce has rolled 
out a new community 
calendar. 

The calendar is avail-
able at the following web-
sites: 
www.CrittendenCounty-

Chamber.org 
www.The-Press.com 

www.DiscoverMarion.com 
 
On any of these sites, 

residents can see what is 
already planned and sub-
mit their own events. You 
can also subscribe to the 
calendar to receive up-
dates as new events are 
added and sync it with 
your own digital calen-
dar. 

This gives our commu-
nity a shared space – a 
common view – and a 
simple way to stay con-
nected. It helps families 
plan. It helps organiza-
tions avoid competing for 
the same audience. And 
it helps every group, large 
or small, feel seen. 

More than anything, it 
reminds us that our com-
munity is alive and ac-
tive, even when it does 

not always feel that way. 
My hope is that this 

calendar helps us show 
up for one another. That 
it keeps good events from 
stacking on top of each 
other. That it allows more 
people to participate, not 
fewer. And that it re-
minds us just how much 
heart exists in this 
county. 

If you are planning 
something, add it. If you 
are looking for something 
to do, check it. 

And the next time 
someone says, “There’s 
nothing going on here,” 
you can gently point 
them to the calendar – 
and maybe smile a little – 
knowing that Crittenden 
County has more going 
on than ever.

 CRITTENDEN CHAMBER

Chamber of Commerce launches online 
calendar for list of communitywide events
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25

Le琀ers to Santa 2025 
BRASHER

PRESCHOOL CLASS

D D D D D D
Dear Santa

All I want for
Christmas is..

A mini kitchen, Barbie 
house, a new headband. 
Love, Georgia

Truck, tractor, racecar. 
Love, Ridge

Number puzzle, letters 
puzzle, 昀ash cards. Love, 
Demitrius

Kpop, tablet, earrings. 
Love, Amara

Chocolate, peanut butter, 
toys. Love, Sophia

Dinosaur rebirth, gator 
piranha pillow, crash the 
pharrot game. Love, Thad

Rumi Barbie, Zoe Barbie 
doll, Mirror Barbie doll. 
Love, Greer

Electric scooter, doctor 
camper, ambulance Ken 
Barbie. Love, Sloane

A stapler, A Barbie camp-
er, Kpop. Love, Adalynn

A dollhouse, a baby Moa-
na, a Barbie. Love, Dru

A block set, a Spider-
man house, Batman toys. 
Love, Riggs

A doll, makeup, doll 
shoes. Love, Ellie

Sawyer doll, new clothes, 
pizza. Love, Sawyer

A Barbie dream camp-
er, Hatchimals, doll with 
cast and bandaids. Love, 
Amelia

A tractor, a trailer, a 
truck. Love, Major

A Barbie, “Maggie” doll, a 
new Barbie blanket. Love, 
Hollyn

Cam Ward jersey, 昀re 
truck, a lot of toys.  
Love, Brooks

SHANNA’S
PRE-K CLASS

 D D D D D D
Dear Santa, All I want 

for Christmas is…

Semi trucks, cars and 
large trucks. Love, Chan-
dler

A giant semi that I can 
drive. I do want a trailer 
too. Love, Bjorn

Monster trucks, race cars, 
Ninja Turtle and Pokemon 
Battle Set. Love, Jack

Princess accessories, baby 
accessories. I need prin-
cess shoes. A Barbie house 
and Barbies. Love, Josie

A race car. I want him to 
bring a toy. Love, Noah

A Dollie and unicorn. A 
phone, a cell phone and a 
pool. Love, Leia

A dirt bike. Love, Elijah

Cheese and a water park. 
Love, Ashlynn

A teddy bear, gum and a 
real dress. Love, Jordyn

A toy puppy with a collar 
that can walk and talk by 
itself. Love, Kacie

A pink Jeep I can sit in 
and drive. A big castle and 
toy phone. Love, Neveah

An Olaf and Legos. 
Love, Willa

Twin baby dolls, 
two baby chairs 
and one puppy dog. 
Love, Eisley

Monster trucks, red 
car and blue car. 
Love, Charlie

Bluey dollhouse, a 
baby and Gabby doll-
house and doll. Love, 
Kayleena

A Hulk and super 
hero action 昀gures. 
Love, Cash

Mighty pups toys. 
Love, Brayden

Presents, little cars 
and high speed jump 
crash. Love, Easton

Robot snap toys. Love, 
Greggy

Magnetic marble track, 
big blocks and 昀dgets. 
Love, Wilder

POLK
KINDERGARTEN

D D D D D D
Dear Santa

My name is Sloane. I 
have been very good 
this year. I hope you 
bring me a full pencil 
box, pony cycle, and play 
magic. I’ll set out cook-
ies! From Sloane.

My name is Walker. I 
have been very good 
this year. I hope you 
bring me Monstr truck, 
toy pig, Remote control 
lizard. I’ll set out cook-
ies! From Walker.

My name is Harper. I 
have been very good 
this year. I hope you 
bring me ponie cycle, 
Barbie carb, Dogslapa-
clet. I’ll set out cookies! 
From Harper.

My name is Declan. I 
have been very good this 
year. I hope you bring 
me Transformer dino-
saur, Transformer drag-
on, Transformer Godzilla. 
I’ll set out cookies! From 
Deckan.

My name is Haisley. I 
have been very good 
this year. I hope you 
bring me Crabby patties, 
remote control race car, 
Magic board. I’ll set out 
cookies! From Haisley.

My name is Crew. I have 
been very good this 
year. I hope you bring 
me Monster Truck, Toy 
Motorcycle, Christmas 
Book. I’ll set out cookies! 
From Crew.

My name is Kalne. I have 
been very good this year. 
I hope you bring me Ro-
bodog, skate board, toy 
mirrocpbocn. I’ll set out 
cookies! From Kalne.

Dear Santa, My name 
is Weston. I have been 
very good this year. I 
hope you bring me RC 
car, 67 piushydy, cdnny. 
I’ll set out cookies! From 
Weston.

My name is Finleigh. I 
have been very good 
this year. I hope you 
bring me Barbie Houser 
dolls, ska brod, Barbie. 
I’ll set out cookies! From 
Finleigh.

My name is Travis. I have 
been very good this 
year. I hope you bring 

me Nerf gun, remote con-
trol car, Plushie. I’ll set 
out cookies! From Travis.

My name is Enoch. I 
have been very good this 
year. I hope you bring 
me skateboard, Monster 
truck, Power ranger. I’ll 
set out cookies! From 
Enoch.

My name is Mya. I have 
been very good this year. 
I hope you bring me  
Barbie house, Barbies, 
Barbie car. I’ll set out 
cookies! From Mya.

My name is Aaron. I have 
been very good this year. 
I hope you bring me trac-
tor, jeep, train. I’ll set 
out cookies! From Aaron.

My name is Leelan. I 
have been very good this 
year. I hope you bring me 
Dred monster truck, toy 
tractor, mine craft leg-
ends. I’ll set out cookies! 
From Leelan.

My name is Mirabelle. I 
have been very good this 
year. I hope you bring 
me Rudolph girl stuffy, 
Girl Rudolph blanket, dog 
toys. I’ll set out cookies! 
From Mirabelle.

My name is Charlye. I 
have been very good this 
year. I hope you bring me 
baby doll, treats for my 
dog, Yello syushmallow. 
I’ll set out cookies! From 
Charlye.

My name is Kodie. I have 
been very good this year. 
I hope you bring me baby 
boll, Barbie boll, tree 
house. I’ll set out cook-
ies! From Kodie.

My name is Aspyn. I have 
been very good this year. 
I hope you bring me Ro-
bodog, Paw Patrol set, iP-
hone. I’ll set out cookies! 
From Aspyn.

My name is Joziah. I have 
been very good this year. 
I hope you bring me Ro-
bodog, a dog, backpack. 
I’ll set out cookies! From 
Joziah.

My name is Aurora. I 
have been very good this 
year. I hope you bring 
me Robodog, babydoll, 
Christmas trees etp. I’ll 
set out cookies! From Au-
rora.

My name is Ethan. I 
have been very good 
this year. I hope you 
bring me Plushy, race 
car, dinosaur. I’ll set out 
cookies! From Ethan.

MARKHAM
KINDERGARTEN

D D D D D D
Dear Santa

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
tebdy beaar. Love, Rory

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
punching bag. Love, Luke

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
barbie. Love, Lauren

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
Ipod. Love, Tuff

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
duck call. Love, McCoy

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
phone. Love, Threasa

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
Labubu. Love, Ivan

How are you. I have 
been good. Please bring 
me monster truck. Love, 
Carson

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
bow. Love, Knox

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
dirt bike. Love, Abel

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me an 
army guns. Love, Carson

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
barbie doll. Love, Brillee

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me 
beautiful cup. Love, Allie

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
twin babies. Love, Hareer

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
razor. Love, Carter

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me cat 
plushie. Love, Ethan

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
bike. Love, Bella

How are you. I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
babby doll house. Love, 
Delilah

How are you. I have 
been good. Please bring 
me brown spider. Love, 
Cooper

H. BLOODWORTH
1ST GRADE
D D D D D D
Dear Santa, 

Who is your fovarite 
reindeer? I help my 
mom clen up. I want a 
baby doll. I left rein-
deer food for your 
reindeer! From, Joy-
celynn Brown

How are the elfs? Ive 
been good. I help my 
mom and my dad. I 
want a phone for 
Christmas. I will 
leave some cookie 
and some milk for 
you. I love you. From 
Wremnliend Girdler

Are you ready to 
eat some yummy 

cookies? I have been 
good this year. I would 
like a shark toy and a 
new stuffy I will leave 
you some mlk to go with 
your cookies! From Asher 
Hale

Dear Santa, How many 
elves do you have? I have 
been good this year. I 
help my mom and feed 
the animals. I would like 
a hot wheels car for 
Christmas. Don’t forget to 
stop at my house! From 
Elijah Hazel

How many elfs are at the 
North pole? I have been 
good this year. I help 
my mom clean and take 
care of my sisters. I want 
new clothes for Christ-
mas. Dont forge to stop 
our house. there is food 
for the reindeer! Love, 
Braylee Head

What is your favorite 
reindeer? I help pick 
up. I want a barbie for 
Christmas. Don’t forget 
to stop by my house!
From, Journey Jackson

How many elfs are at the 
North Pole? I have been 
good this year. I help my 
mom clean and do the 
dishes. I would like some 
Stitch stuff for Christ-
mas. I will leave your 
cookies and milk! Love, 
Charlie Jepsen

Who is your favorite 
reindeer? I hope I have 
not been bad. I would like 
sonic stuff for Christmas. 
From, Hayden Kirk

Who is your favorite 
reindeer? I hope I’m on 
the good list this year. 
I want a playhouse for 
Christmas. I will put out 
food for the reindeer!
From Kingston DeLoach

Dear Santa, I hope the 
reindeer are being good! 
For Christmas, I would 
like a sprunky plushy, a 
toy car and ramp, and a 
play station 5. Thank you 
an dI hope you have a 
Merry Christmas! From, 
Kolton Mayers

Is Rudolph at the North 
Pole? I have been good 
this year. I help my 
mom. I would like a set 
of blocks for Christmas. 
I will leave you milk and 
cookies. From Baylee Mc-
Mackin

Who is your favorite rein-
deer? I have been a good 
boy. I help my family and 
my teacher. I want a race 
car for Christmas. From, 
Zebediah Reed

Is udolph your favorite 
reindeer? I ahve been a 
good girl. I help my mom. 
I want a doll and makeup 
for Christmas. I will leave 
food out for the reindeer. 
From Elena Riley

I hope the elves are be-
having! I have been good 
this year. I help my par-
ents with chores. I would 
like a Mi Meaw, Play Sta-
tion 5, and slime. Merry 
Christmas Santa.  From 
Daxton Roberts 

Who is your favorite rein-
deer? I have been good 
this year. I help my mom 
do the dishes. I would like 
a toy stuffed horse thats 
brown for Christmas. 
Don’t forget to stop at my 
house! From Clara Robison

How many elves do you 
have? I don’t want to be 
on the naughty list! I help 
my mom clean up. I want 
a baby doll for Christmas. 
From, Bailynn Rushing

How many elves? I al-
ways help my mom and 
my teacher. I would like 
makeup for Christmas. 
I will leve you milk and 
cookies. From, Renesmae 
Sitar

How many reindeer do 
you have? I have been-
good this year! I clean 
my room and make my 
bed. I would like a new 
mi mouw stuffy cat. I will 
levae you out some cook-
ies and milk. From, Au-
bree Smith

Which is your favorite 
reindeer? I have been re-
ally good this year. I help 
out a lot. I help my mom 
do the dishes. I would like 
a baby doll for Christmas. 
From, Maddie Stallions

How many elves do you 
have? I have been good 
this year. I help my mom 
and dad clean. I would 
like a barbie doll for 
Christmas. Don’t forget to 
stop at my house!  From, 
Emmy Teeters 

How cold is it at the 
North Pole? I have been 
good this year. I help my 
teacher and work hard 
at school. I would like 
play nails and makeup for 
Christmas. Love, Maken-
zie Walters

J. BEVERLY
KINDERGARTEN

D D D D D D
Dear Santa, 

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a tablet.  Love, Ne-
vada

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a baby doll. Love, 
Danielle

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a makeup, skirts and 
dresses. Love, Hadley

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a Anna and Else. 
Love, Lynlee

How are you? I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
dinosaurs. Love, Kayson
How are you? I have 
been good and bad. 
Please bring me a dirt-
bike. Love, Draedin
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How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a doll. Love, Hatti

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a 3-D printer. Love, 
Riley

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a Jurassic world 
playset. Love, Jaxton

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a four hot wheel city 
tracks.  Love, Declan

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a american girl doll.  
Love, Annie

How are you? I have 
been good and bad. 
Please bring me a school 
supplies. Love, Trae

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a transformer. Love, 
Jameson

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a mortorcycle. Love, 
Jaxson

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a chocolate. Love, 
Roselynn

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a nintendo switch z.  
Love, Gabriel

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a toy gun. Love, Dax-
ton

Dear Santa, 
How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a spiderman toy with 
wings. 
Love, Isaiah

Dear Santa, 
How are you? I have 
been both. Please bring 
me a pink motorcycle. 
Love, Caroline

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a Bluey toys. Love, 
Bella

How are you? I have 
been goob. Please bring 
me a baby doll. Love, Gen

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a reindeer. Love, Mil-
lie

How are you? I have 
been good. Please bring 
me a barbie doll. Love, 
Elena

How are you? I have been 
good. Please bring me a 
Bluey toy. Love, Charlotte

MRS. DENISE
KINDERGARTEN

D D D D D D
Dear Santa, 

My name is Tripp I have 
been very good this year. 
I hope you bring me bat 
man, BB gun, bicycle. I’ll 
set out cookies! From, 
Tripp

My name is Myles. I have 
been very good this year. 
I hope you bring me 
legos, socks, dinosaur toys. 
I’ll set out cookies! From, 
Myles

My name is Ryleigh. I 
have been very good this 
year. I hope you bring me 
baby dolls, dr. set, barbie 
doll hosue. I’ll set out 
cookies! From, Ryleigh

My name is Addai. I have 
been very good this year. 
I hope you bring me nin-
tenll switch, x box ph, 
phone. I’ll set out cookies! 
From, Addai

My name is Makenna. I 
have been very good this 
year. I hope you bring me 
Barbie dream hosue, bar-
bie car, puzzles. I’ll set 
out cookies! From, Mak-
enna 

My name is Kolson. I 
have been very good this 
year. I hope you bring me 
hot wheelsts, slime, m d 
gnetss. I’ll set out cookies! 
From, Kolson

My name is Emersyn. I 
have been very good this 
year. I hope you bring me 
kitchen, mgkkep, legos. 
I’ll set out cookies! From, 
Emersyn

My name is Lawson. I 
have been very good this 
year. I hope you bring me 
bubles skincare, slime, pih 
ledaboay doll. I’ll set out 
cookies! From, Lawson

My name is Delta. I have 
been very good this year. 
I hope you bring me oc-
topus, python, dinosaurs. 
I’ll set out cookies! From, 
Delta

My name is Ella. I have 
been very good this year. 
I hope you bring me bar-
bie dream house, i pad, 
phone. I’ll set out cookies! 
From, Ella 

Dear Santa, 

My name is Atlas. I have 
been very good this 
year. I hope you bring 
me roblox card, lego, 
plushies. I’ll set out 
cookies!
From, Atlas

Dear Santa, 
My name is Miles. I have 
been very good this 
year. I hope you bring 
me legos, pludo, id bubou 
leos. I’ll set out cookies!
From, Miles

My name is Will. I have 
been very good this 
year. I hope you bring 
me skate board, slime, 
bicycle. I’ll set out 
cookies! From, Will

My name is KJ. I have 
been very good this 
year. I hope you bring 
me new toys, barbie, 
pj’s. I’ll set out cookies! 
From, KJ

My name is Barid. I 
have been very good 
this year. I hope you 
bring me plushir, heli-
copter, dinazaur. I’ll set 
out cookies! From, Baird 

My name is Myles. I 
have been very good 
this year. I hope you 
bring me legos, socks, 
dinosaur toys. I’ll set 
out cookies! From, Myles

My name is Elijah. I have 
been very good this 
year. I hope you bring 
me Venom, Spiderman, 
Superman. I’ll set out 
cookies! From. Elijah

May name is Ethan. I 
have been very good 
this year. I hope you 
bring me 1. Legos. 2. 
Monster Truck. 3. Race 
cars. I’ll set out cookies! 
From, Ethan

My name is Storm. I 
have been very good 
this year. I hope you 
bring me Labubu, toys, 
legos, I’ll set out cook-
ies! From, Storm

My name is Jaxdy’dyn. 
I have been very good 
this year. I hope you 
bring me bicycle, venom 
doll, new toys. I’ll set 
out cookie! From, Jax-
dy’dyn

My name is Jacob, I 
have been very good 
this year. I hope you 
bring me Hot Wheels, 
monster truck, writing 
book. I’ll set out cook-
ies! From, Jacob

My name is Taylyn, I 
have been very good 
this year. I hope you 
bring me a phone, stitch 
phone case, doll clothes. 
I’ll set out cookies! 
From, Taylyn

My name is Addylhand, I 
have been very good this 
year. I hope you bring me 
a dog, BB gun, doll house. 
I’ll set out cookies! From, 
Addylhand

 MRS. ANN
1ST GRADE 

D D D D D D
Dear Santa, 

Why do you not deliver to 
naughty kids? This year I 
have been very good. For 
Christmas I want a new 
iPhone 17, and an ultra 
batman bot. From, Lincoln 
Capello

where do you git your 
elves from? This year 
I have been good. For 
Christmas I want a drt 
bike and anlencik skudr 
Ip iphone. From, Trail Per-
ryman 

How does your sleigh 
work? This your I have 

been very good. For 
Christmas I want labu-
bu clothes new shoes. Be 
safe Merry Christmas. 
From, Camreigh Venarle
How do reindeer 昀y? This 
year I have been ok. For 
Chrismas I want a toy 
brat, a toy car, and santa 
car. From, Jax Boone

How is the elves? This 
year I have been a little 
naughty. For Christmas 
I want a makeup vani-

ty, and a little alive pet 
a drones and a labubu. I 
love Santa. Be safe! From, 
Leighton oliver 

How do you deliver pres-
ents to children all over 
the world in 1 night? This 
year I have been good 
and helpful/ For Christ-
mas I want a barbie 
dream house. From, Mck-
enna Croft
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How do we not see you? 
This year I have been 
really good and nice. For 
Christmas I want a labu 
and a bird from Kpop-
demonhunters. Be safe. 
From, Annabelle Brown

How do elves move? This 
year I have been real-
ly good. For Christmas I 
want Merry Christmas 
Barbrea Mcoympery ag 
qb by doll house and toy 
elvs. From, Saylor As-
bridge

Why do you live at the 
north pole? When dose 
the reindeers take 
昀ight? This year I have 
been really really good. 
For Christmas I want a 
mini kichen thats pink, a 
heart locket, and hang-
ing earrings. Be safe 
merry Christmas ho ho 
ho thank you. From, Pre-
sely Snyder

I love Rudolphfs shin-

ey nose love santa, this 
year I have been good. 
For Christmas I want a 
hatchimal box and a bar-
bie dream house.  From, 
Charley Smith

Why do you like cookies? 
This year I been helpful. 
For Christmas I want a 
nerfgun. From, Jesse pe-
rez 

How dus your elves make 
toys? and haw dus your 
rander 昀i? This year I 
ahve been really good. 
For Christmas I want a 
fone, hatchimal egg and 
a babubu. Thank you 
From, Willow Lawless

How do the elves mov? 
This year I have been 
helpful. For Christmas 
I want a fake elf and 
clothes for it. From, Kora 
Freeman

Where do yoyr reindeer 
sleep? This year I have 

been crazy. For Christ-
mas I want a snowboard. 
From, Jameson Federighi

Why does Roudolph hav 
a shineu nose? This year 
I have really good and 
nice. For Christmas I 
want a smrt ohone a la-
bubu the brd frum k pop 
demon hunters. Thank 
you! From, Steve Renfro

Why does Rudolph have 
shiney nose? This year I 
ahve bee craxy and ok. 
For Christmas I want i 
phone and a stufeubig.  
Form, Hayden Carr
 
Why do you like cookies? 
How do you have magic? 
This year I have beem 
really really helpful and 
good and giving love u 
love u for Christmas I 
want hatchimal, laubu 
and a karaoke machine. 
Be safe! Merry Christ-
mas! From, Birdie Brown

Where did the elves 
com from? How do the 
elves macke toys? Why 
do you liv in the north 
pole? This year I have 
been a little naughty. For 
Christmas I want hat-
chimal ans slime.  From, 
Breckyn Henager

Whould you let dolsh-
er meet a unicorn? This 
year i have been very 
bad. For Christmas I 
want a drone, a robot 
dog dig and a to ps 昀ve 
merry. From, Maverick 
Martin

Why do you like cook-
ies? This year I have 
been helpful. Christmas 
I want a nail gel set and 
American Girl doll stuff.  
From, Haddy Paris

When does your sleigh 
take off? This year I 
hvae been a little pl and 
good. For christmas I 
want 67 crushes from 

girls, a play station, and 
a mr laren race car you 
can drive. Be safe. From, 
Greyson Rowley

What do your elves like 
to do in the summer? this 
year I have been nice. 
For Christmas I want a 
doll and a new cup. From, 
Ava Raye Beard

How do you go all around 
the world in one night 
and what powers your 
sleigh at night. This 
year I have been a little 
naughty and I’v been ok. 
For Christmas I want a 
game boys and a laptop 
and a ps5. Merry Christ-
mas. From, Bailey Bebout

Why do we not see 
you at night? This year 
I have been good. For 
Christmas I want a la-
bubu. Dallas Lanham

Dear Santa, I’m a good 
boy. I want make all the 

cookies and Danny go 
and a ball. Love, Max

KAYLA TRAVIS
1ST GRADE

D D D D D D
Dear Santa,

How did Rudolph get 
his red nose? I have 
been good this year. For 
Christmas would like a 3 
wheeler electric scooter. 
Love, Hazelynn Allen

How do you go to ev-
ery house in one night? 
I have been good this 
year. For Christmas I 
would like a cybertruk 
that goes in water. Love, 
Rowen Berry

How did Rudolph get 
his Red nose? I have 
been good this year. For 
Christmas I would like a 
tablet. Love, Barrett Ca-
leb
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How do you go to every 
house in one night I have 
been good this year. For 
Christmas I would like 
Power Ranger toy. Love, 
Maddux Day
How do you go to every 
house in one night. I have 
been good this year. For 
Christmas I would like a 
camera. Love, Gabi Downs

How old are you? I have 
been good This year. For 
Christmas I would like 
make-up. Love, Milana 
Hackney

How old are you I have 
been good this year For 
Christmas I would like a 
pink Barbie house. Love, 
Rose Haley

How do you go to every 
house in one night? I 
have been good this year 
For Christmas I woul like 
a baby that looks real. 
Love, Layton Herrin

How old are you? I have 
deen good this year. For 
Christmas I would like 
snow dragon Jellycat. 
Love, Korbyn Herrington

How many elves do you 
have I have been good 
this year For Christmas 
I would like a vR set luv 
Oceann Hina

How do You go to every 
house in one night I have 
been good this year for 
Christmas Iw Ould like 
dinesaurs. Love, Grayson 
Ku

How old are you? I have 
been good this year. For 
Christmas I would like 
a football water bolt le. 
Love, Caine Mathews

Dear Santa, How do You 
stay warm in the slegh? 
I have been good good 
this year. For Christ-
mas I would like a D Rc 
4-wheeler. Love, Bow 
Morgan

How do you 昀t down 
the chimney? I have 
been good this year For 
Christmas I would like 
a monster truck. Love, 
Christian Over昀eld

How did Rudolph get 
his red nose? I have 
been good this year for 
Christmas I Would like a 
remote control monster 
trucks. Love Brayson 
Reed

How doy you go to ev-
ery house in one night? 
I have been good this 
year. For Christmas I 
would like a bike. Love, 
Karsyn Stinnett

What does Mrs Claus do 
all day? I have been good 
this year For christmas I 
would like a guitar Love 
Aeriel Taylor

How do you carry all the 
presents in the sleigh? 
I have been good this 
year. For Christmas I 
would like a skateboard. 
Love, Creed Travis

How did Rudolph get his 
red nose? I have been 
good this year. For Christ-
mas I would like Jordan 
shoes. Love, Michael Wad-
sworth

What does Mrs. Clas do 
all day? I have been good 
this year. For Christmas I 
would like a Barbie. Love, 
Ryan Williams

How old are you? I have 
ben good this year. For 
Christmas I want a PSP. 
Love, Brittian Witt

Dear Santa, How do you 
go to every house in one 
night? I have been good 
thic year For Christmas 
I would like a tv with a 
Xbox. Love, Maddie Wring

CRUCE
1ST GRADE

D D D D D D
Dear Santa, I love you! 
I hope the reindeer are 
being good! I want a big 
baby doll with a Paci. I 
have been extra good. 
Love, Kinlee Alexander

Are you excited to eat 
some yummy cookies? I 
have been a good boy! 
Can I get a big hug for 
Christmas? And a com-
puter? Love, Roman Hale

I love you! I hope the 
reindeer are being good. 
I have been good! For 
Christmas I want a Phon 
and air pods. Love, Miley 
Stinnett

I love youI I hope the 
reindeer are being good! 
I have been good! Can I 
have a Nintendo Switch? 
Love, Kyler hart
Are you excited to eat 
some yummy cookies? I 
have been good this year 
and helped my mom. Can 
you bring me a gumball 
machine? Love, Sage 
Wheat

Are you excited to eat 
some yummy cookies? I 
love you! I have been ex-
tra good and helped my 
teacher. I want makeup 
and a vanity for Christ-
mas. Love, Millie Sherer

Dear Santa, How are 
you doing? I have been 
a good boy. I would like 
two video games and 
legos. I love you! Love, 
Kova Conger

Dear Santa, Did you have 
a good summer break? 
Can I get a star warrs 
light saber? I have been 
good 3 days in a row. 
Love, Lukas Faughn

Dear Santa, Are you ex-
cited to eat some yum-
my cookies? I. Love you. 
Can I get an elf for 
Christmas? I have been 
so good and helped MRs. 
Cruce! Love, Jase Hurley

Dear Santa, I hope the 
reindeer are being good. 
I love you! Can I get 
Some blue sparkle nails? 
Can’t wait to see what 
else you bring me. Love, 
Ileana Godwin

Dear Santa, I love you! 
I hope the reindeer are 
being good? I want a big 
vanity for Christmas and 
Monster High dolls. Love, 
Oaklee Wickham

Dear Santa, Are you ex-
cited to eat some yum-
my cookies? I have been 
good I want a four 
wheeler for Christmas. 
Bye Santa. Love, Brysen 
Stone

Dear Santa, I love you! 
I hope the reindeer are 
being good For Christ-
mas I want to see mom 
and get toys. Love, Es-
ther Mae Hale

Dear Santa, I love you! I 
hope the reindeer being 
good.! I want a phone 
and ear pods for Christ-
mas. And a computer. 
Love, Gerdie English

Dear Santa, I love you! 

Are you excited to eat 
some yummy cookies? I 
would like a camera for 
Christmas,  Love, Dallas 
Kirk
Dear Santa, I love you! 
Are you excited to eat 
some yummy cookies? 
I would like squish-
es, makeup and Barbies. 
Merry Christmas! Love, 
Stevi McLevain

Dear Santa, I love you! 
Are you ready to eat 
cookies? I Leo you. I 
would like a comput-
er, makeup and Uno the 
game. Merry Christmas! 
Love, Paige Ward

Dear Santa, I love you! Re 
you exceed to eat some 
yummy cookies? I would 
ike a phone, computer 
and weup. Thank you and 
Merry Christmas. Love, 
Addayn Nesbitt

Dear Santa, I love you! 
Are you excited to eat 
some yummy cookies? I 
would like some make-
up, slime and a comput-
er. Thanks you and Mer-
ry Christmas. Love, Lila 
Hughes

Dear Santa, I love you! 
I hope the reindeer are 
Are you excited to eat 
some yummy cookies? 
I would like a hove toy. 
Thank you, Love Xavier 
Reed

Dear Santa, I love you. I 
hope the reindeer a be-
ing good. I want a mos. 
Aadd to year. Love, Adam 
Claybrooke

Dear Santa, I hope the 
reindeer are being good! 
I have been a good girl 
this year! I would like 
a Grinch costume and a 
cat robot. I will leave you 
milk and cookies. Love, 
Jordynn Turner-Lehocky.

Dear Santa, Are you ex-
cited to eat some yum-
my cookies? I love you! 
I really want a Rudolph 
squishy. Ive been real-
ly good! Love, Layla Ann 
Peek

MS. SHEWCRAFT
2ND GRADE

D D D D D D
Dear Santa

I helped my mom with 
my baby brother. I 
helped a girl on the bus 
when people were being 
mean to her. I help my 
Uncle Ray open the door. 

I help my bus driver 
close the windows. Since 
I have been good this 
year I would like a gas 
powered RC Car. Love, 
Hutson
I have been good at 
school. I help my mom 
take out the trash. I help 
my mom pick up my room. 
I help my dad get gro-
ceries. Since I have been 
good this year I would 
like a PS5. Love, Kayson

In my opinion, I have been 
very nice this year. I am 
writing you a letter to 
convince you of my good 
deeds. I help mom with 
food and dishi’s aftr scool 
I doo my homework good 
at scool no poot downos. 
have a safe journey san-
ta. sihs i ben so good i 
would like 10000000$ 
and a iphone pro 17 and 
a wow bbe kittin a gray 
one reel one. Your frind 
Serenity

In my opinion, I have 
been very good this year. 
I am writing you a let-
ter to convince you of my 
good deeds. I helped my 
mom take the suin out of 

a turkey. I helped cut it. 
I do a lot of chors arond 
the house I put away 
cloths. I do my home-
work every week without 
conplaning and its hard. 
I ofer to play with my 
brothers. I ask if I can 
play with my little broth-
er. Since I have been 
good this year I would 
like a VR head sete. Your 
frind Everett

In my opinion, I have 
been very nice this year 
I am writing you a let-
ter to convince you of my 
good deeds. I helped my 
mom vacume. It was re-
ally fun. ive lisend to the 
teacher it was eszy.One 
time I helped my mom 
with the dishes it was 
eszy it wasan’t bad. ive 
been safe and doing no 
put downs since I have 
been good this year I 
would like a cute teddy 
bear and I want it to be 
pink and I want a pink 
four weeler. I hope you 
enjoyed my letter. have a 
safe journey Santa. Stel-
la

In my opinion I have 

been very mice This year. 
I am writing you a let-
ter to convince you of my 
good deeds. I help peopl 
clend the rood. I help my 
mom wosh the dishech. I 
help my dad mak my bd. 
I help my dad ford lojy. 
Since I hav been this 
year I would like gordin 
medulslinge. I hope you 
enjoyed my letter. have a 
safe journey. Santa. your 
Friedn, Waylon F

In my opinion, I a m 
writing you of my good 
deeds I have tiied to 
show respect to my 
teacher I play with my 
fands at reess. I help my 
mom clean I play with 
my siter I wut to liv in a 
derrstat and a phone. Yr 
frand Kian

In my opinion I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am writing you a letter 
to convince you of my 
good deeds. I have been 
good to my tect. I have 
been good to my mom. I 
help my sisters Rian and 
Reese.  I help my mom 
do the dises. Lego strws. 
Reid
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In my opinion I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am writing you a letter 
to convince you of my 
good deeds! I hope you 
have a greet journey 
Seata!  Love, Jayden

I have been good at 
school becuz i like Mrs. 
Shewcraft. My opinon 
I have been good this 
week. Follow the rules 
at school. I help my mom 
got dishes for the dish-
washer yesterday. I hel-
ded my mom at laundry. 
I hope you have a nice 
jorney Santa. I want a 
cows in space game a 
cute pink cristmas pinks 
wearen a hello kitty cok-
kez oven and roaster. 
Love, Addie

In my opinion, I have 
been very nice this year 
I am writing you a letter 
to convince of my good 
deeds. I have been fol-
ing dgeshins at school. 
I helpt my Dad bild the 
shelfs. I helpt my litty 
cusing wosh his hans and 
hange his staking. I helpt 
my Granpal cut wold and 
stak wold. I hope you 
enjoyed my letter. Have 
a safe jurnney Santa 
your Friend Jack Peek

In my opinion I have 
been very nice tis year 
I am wrting you a let-
ter convince you or my 
good deeds. I have been 
good at my houws I help 
and play wifth M sister I 
hap m dad pek up car or 
moini pig peal I ham You 
sint brutther get hes # 
cys I watna I hap m dad 

taka a or ploe cuo c n o r 
pigeang fo box cor. Love 
Bailey

In my opinion I have 
been very nice this year 
I am writing you a letter 
to convince you of my 
good deeds I helped my 
dad with the turkey I’ve 
been good by helping 
my mom with the dishes 
I’ve been good helping 
my grandma get a gro-
ury cart I’ve been good 
helping my little sister 
get a toy since I’ve been 
good this year I would 
like a nerf gun and 20 
more wure resrs. Love 
gunner

In my opinion I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am writing you a lattr 
to convince you of good 
deeds. I help a kid who 
was’t playing. I help peo-
ple  I do wot the teach-
er says I take out the 
trash. I clen up. I help 
my mom. I hep when 
people drop stuff. I ow-
uldl ike a cpyuth. I hope 
you enjoyed my letter. 
Have a safe journey 
Santa! Colton W.

In my opinion I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am writing you a letter 
to convince you of my 
good deeds. I have been 
good beuaes I lisin to my 
techer. I have been good 
becuaes I help my dad 
with werk. I have been 
good becuaes I help my 
mom with my sisters. I 
have been good becuaes 
I have not lost a cube. I 
hope you enjoy my letter 

Santa. Since i have been 
good this year I would 
like baseball cards.

In my opinion, I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am writing you a let-
ter to convince you of 
my good deeds. I am 
good because I help my 
mom with the tree. I am 
good because I help my 
mom with the dishes. I 
am good because I help 
my teacher with clean-
ing the board. I am good 
because I help my dad 
get his medisen. I hop 
you enjoyed my letter. 
Have a safe journey, 
Santa. Everly

In my opinion, I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am writing you a letter 
to convince you of my 
good deeds. I was good 
at school. I did not push. 
I was good at home. I 
heped my mom cook. I 
was good at school. I 
did not blur out. I was 
good at home. I helped 
my brother do his chore. 
Since I have been good 
this year. I want a tablet 
and a new Ireaing laptop. 
I hope you enjoyed my 
letter. have a safe jour-
ney, Santa. Your Friend, 
O’Shea

In my opinion I have 
been very nice this year 
I am writing you a letter 
to convince you of my 
good deeds. I have been 
good becuse I hlep my 
dad clean up my room. I 
have been good becuse I 
rad the closat my nana 
house. Sice I have been 

good this year I would 
like a ring. I hope you 
enjoyed my letter Have 
a safe journey Santa. 
Your Laila

In my opinion I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am writing you a letter 
to convince you of my 
good deeds. I deen good 
at school and home. I 
have don my chors and 
I have been nice I help 
get my sisters phone 
when she needs it. I help 
my brother get food. I 
hope you enjoyed my 
letter. Have a safe jur-
ney, Santa! Your Friend, 
Haven

In my opinion I have 
very nice this year. I 
am writing you a let-
ter to convince you of 
my good deeds. I been 
good at scool I lisen to 
my teacher. and I lisen 
to my mom. I been good 
with my mom. I wash the 
dishes with her. I been 
good to my dad because 
I help him git up I been 
good to my naber wen 
he gos down the stars. 
Your freind Waylon C

Dear Santa, I have been 
a good boy. I want a 
monster truck, a giant 
motorcycle. I want an-
other monster truck.  
Love, Lucas
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Ms. Shayann’s Class
2ND GRADE

D D D D D D
Dear Santa

Am I on the nice list? If 
I, am can I get a Bar-
bie dreamhouse and 
an Amenican Girl dolll-
house? has sparkle been 
good?
Your friend, Emrie Hale

Are the elves working 
昀ght now I don know if 
I’ve been good but i’m 
trying i want a Nike tec 
jacket and basket ball 
goal please be careful
Your friend, Rhettley 
Dawson

How do the elves make 
the presets can I have a 
remote control car? love 
you. Your friend, Evander 
Turner

How do elves 昀y? I have 
been very good becuse 
I share with my sister. 
Can you broing meo four 
wheeler? can I have 
some pokmon cards, too? 
Your friend, Dayton ea-
sley

can i please be on the 
nice list? I’ve been very 
helpful! I would like a 
Spiderman Squish mal-
low. Thank you. Your 
friend, Kayden Clark

How do you ster the slay? 
I want a PS5 a nintendo 
swich2 nike air forces 
and 12 paks of pokemon. 
Thaks for everting. Your 
friend, Andrew Lane

Is Mrs. Claws going to 
help pack the presents? 
I have been nice by 
helping my mom. I would 
like a hoverboard. I hope 
I’ve been good enough! 
Your friend Emberly Mc-
Levain

Is your raindeer ok? an-
ways if you can can i 
have a dirt bike? Please 
get my sisters some 
baby dolls. Your friend, 
Gabe Turner

I hope your elf’s are 
Doing good. I have a 
elf. I hope I am on the 
nice list cuz I have Been 
dood I promise. I want a 
VR headset Please and 
I want a Gold Neckless. 
Safe travlz! Your friend, 
Lexa Vasquez

Haw is the elfs. I shod 
be on the nice list bcus 
I do my home worc. can 

I please have a vr head-
set? I thack santu for 
the gifts. Your friend, 
Isaiah East

Is sprinkles and bubbles 
doing good. I said sor-
ry to big sister when I 
called at her  i hope my 
clasmates and Ms. Say-
ann have a good Cris-
mis. I want a ninetendo 
switch 2. Your friend, 
caroline williams

I have been good this 
year. Please can I have 
a neklest fro Chrinmas. 
Your friend, Jase Cates

I hope rudeoffs noes stil 
glaws. I want a neck-
lace. I should be on the 
nice list because I help 
my friends. Your friend, 
Maxton Brown

What are the Evles do-
ing? I have bin helpful. 
can i have a nintendo 
switch 2. and a elf. Be 
carful. Your friend, Car-
son Alan Watson

I should be on the nice 
list. becauce I hlep my 
mom. I want a PS5, a 
gocart, nintendo 2, don-
key kong games, paint 
markers, and a vr. Your 
friend, Shane Ray Hunt

Can I have a 3D print-
er. More vbuxs, electric 
scooter, spiderman legos, 
a piano, new playstation 
controller, toy cars, more 
military people, toy mo-
torcycle, batman legos, 
more rubox  and super-
man legos. How is the 
north pole? I have been 
nice by helping my fam-
ily.  Your friend, Jaxson 
Hackney

How haz Junie and Peop-
per been? I have been 
relly nice. can I Please 
have a VR headset, also 
can you Let my clazz 
have a merry crizmaz? 
thank you have safe 
travelez Your friend, Vi-
olet

I hope your taking care 
of rudof. one time ms. 
Shayann said my work 
was phenomenal. So that 
means I should get a one 
whell. Your friend, Ryder 
Blackburn

I wunt a neck massager 
and a feet massager and 
santa have you ben good 
in the north pole? santa 
I hope you are good for 
Mrs. Clause.
Your friend, Luke Smith

I hope rudafs noise still 
shines I would like a nin-
tendo this year. Be care-
ful comeing. Your friend, 
Rayha Alvey

How is snow昀ake? I shod 
be on the good list be-
cause I been nice to 
Ms. Shayann. I want for 
Christmas a bracelet kit. 
I want for Chistmas is 
not let Ms. Shayann go 
away. Your friend, Hazel 
Riley

Does Rudof’s nose still 
glow? I’ve been nice by 
helping my mom. I would 
love to get makeup. I 
hope you have been nice.
Your friend, Natalie 
Hamblin

CAPPELLO
2ND GRADE

D D D D D D
Dear Santa

What do you want this 
year? I have taken care 
or my dog all year. This 
year I would like an 
axelotl plush and 昀sh 
tank. Be careful riding 
home on your sleigh. 
Love, Alieah

How are the reindeer? 
I have worked hard 
worked at school all year. 
This year I woulb like an 
iPab a snake plush. Hove 
a Merry Christmas! Love, 
Noel

How are you and Mrs. 
Claus. I have been a 
good boy at school and 
I havent clipped down. 
This yeas I would like a 
bed case and new shoes, 
Christmas is my favorite 
holiday. Love, Zander

Hi Santa. I am wonder-
ing do you know where I 
live? I don’t know if Ive 
been good or not but 
this year I would like 
an IPhone, and a remote 
controller. Christmas is 
my favorite holiday. Love, 
Zeinan

What is the name of our 
reindeer? I have been 
good. This year I would 
like a switch 2, legos and 
toys. I hope you like my 
cookies and milk. Love, 
Lincoln

How is mises clous? I 
have done all my shors? 
this year I would like a 
toy puppy. I hope you 
like my cookies and milk. 
Love, Lilly

Hey Santa how have the 
rendeer been this year? 
I have been good this 
year and been good to 
my freinds. This year I 
would like a dirt bike, 
and celebrate with my 
family. Be careful have 
a wonderful Chrismas. 
Love, Sebastian

How are you and Mrs. 
Claus and how are the 
reindeer? I have done all 
of my chores this year. 
This year I would like a 
lol dolls, a big Barbie doll 
house, and a new tablet. 
Be careful driving your 
sleigh. Love, Brailee

How do you get to the 
north pole? I have been 
a good friend. This year i 
would like to spend time 
with my family memers. 
Be careful driving your 
sleigh. Love, Brodie

How cold is it there? Iv 
ben cleening dog misses 
and i don’t throw a 昀t. 
this year I would like a 
omz plush. I love you. 
Love caleb.

What do the elves do 
win they are done with 
working? I have made 
a lots of friends. This 
year I would like a trex, 
be careful driving your 
sleigh. Love, Diesel

How have you been this 
year? I have tried to be 
good this year. this year 
I would like a toy train. 
Be careful driving your 
sleigh. Love, Phoenix

How are you and mis 
clus? I have been good 
all year. This year I 
would like a baby doll 
haven bord. I hope you 
like my cookes and milk. 
Love, Cynthia

Do you know were I 
live??? I have been good 
some times because I 
lisen some times. this 
year I want Lanky Box 
Pokeman a IPad and Bat-
man and tiney Jesus. I 
hope you like my cookes 
this year. Love Beau

How are you and Mrs. 
Claus? I have done all 
of my chores. This year 
I would like a Furby with 
a long tail. I ben look-
ing ford Christmas Love 
Harper

How are you this year 
I have deen good all 
year I lisin all year. I 
wunt a tumbling pand 
toy. I hoppe you like my 
cookes. Love Paisley

How are you and Mrs. 
Claus? I have ben a good 
frid. I would like a hov-
board, a baby doll, and a 
scooter. Be careful driv-
ing your sleigh. Love, Mia

How is Rudolph doing? 
I listen at school. This 
year I would like a TV. 
Be careful driving your 
sleight. Love, Ivy Reed

How have you been this 
year. I have done a lot 
of my chores. I want a 
TV. I hope you like my 
milk and cookies. Love, 
Matthew

Hi Santa. How are you 
and Mrs. Claus? I have 
been a good friend. I 
would like a remote con-
trol truck. I hope you 
like your milk and cook-
ies. Love, Randy Hughes

How do you get to the 
north pole? I have been 
good and like Chritmsitis 
my favorite holiday. Love, 
Jager

What is it like in the 
North Pole? I have been 
super nice to my friends. 
I wot a toy cat. I hope 
you like my cookes. Love, 
Alaina

How have you been? 
I’ve done all my chores 
and mopped my 昀oor. 
I cleaned my room and 
made my bed. This year 
I would like a dinosaur 
and drums. Love, Colton

B. GUESS
2ND GRADE CLASS

D D D D D D
Dear Santa, 

In my opinion, I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am writing you a let-
ter to convince you of 
my good deeds. First, get 
all A’s. Next I have help 
my sister get the cookie 
furm the cookie jar. Last, 
I help my team mates. 
Alos, I would like a ebike 
this year for Christmas.
Love, Harrison

In my opinion I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am writing you a letter 
to convince you of my 
good deeds. First, I have 
been helping my mom by 
watching my brothers. 
Next, me and my friends 
won all our games be-
cause we worked to-
gether. Then,  have also 
I hope you enjoyed my 
letter. Also, I would like 
a hoover bord this year 
for Christmas., I would 
have a safe journey, 
Santa. Like a hoover. 
From, Jolea

In my opinion, I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am riting you a letter. 
First, I should be on the 
nice list because I have 
been a good team mate. 
Next, I have not touched 
my elfs. Last, I have 
helped my mama. Also, I 
would like a kitechen set 
this year for Christmas. 
Love, Caylie Hearell
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In my opinion, I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am writing you a letter 
to convince you of my 
good deeds. I have made 
all a and b this year. I 
have been a good stoo-
dent this year. I have 
been a good team mate. 
Also I would like a xbox 
this year for Chrstmas. 
Carson Hill

In my opinion I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am writing you a letter. 
First, I should be on the 
nice list because I have 
got all As. Next, I have 
helped at the house. 
Last, I have been good. 
Also, I would like a ip-
hone 17 pro this year if 
posebel. I hope you have 
enjoyed my letter. Have 
a safe journy, santa. Your 
friend, Lynnlee Clark

In my opinion i have been 
very nice this year I am 
writing you a letter to 
convince you of my good 
deeds. First I got all A’s 
on my progress report. 
Next, I trie to be nice 
to my brother. Last, I lis-
ten in class. Also, I would 
like a VRset this year for 
Christmas. I hope you 
enJoyed my letter. Have 
a safe journey Santa. 
Your friend, Rylan Reed

In my opinion I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am Iam writting a let-
ter to convince you of 
my good deeds. 昀rst, I 
should be on the nice 
list because I help my 
sister clean her room. 
Next, I got good grades 
this year. Also, I help 
my sister clean her ved 
room. Last, I have also 
been good team mate on 
my baseball team. I hope 
you agree with my an-
sirs. Also I would like a 
for weeler. Love Jon Ross 
Joyce

In my opinion, I hve been 
very nice this year. I am 
writing you a letter to 
convince you of my good 
deeds. First, I should be 
on the nice list because 
I been nice to my sisters. 
Next, I have been nice 
to my friends and family 
and being helpful. Also, I 
have got good grades in 
school. Been a good tea-
maet. last, I do my chores 
and i get rewoded. Also, 
I would like grace shars 
merch for Christmas. I 
hope you enjoyed by let-
ter. Have a safe journey, 
Santa. Henley Zimmer

In my opinion I have 
been very nice this year. 
I an writing you a letter 
to convince you of my 
good deeds. First, I have 
have had strat A’s. Nesxt 
I help my mom. Last, I 
have been nice. Also I 
would like a Pokemon Za 
this year for Chisrtmas. 
The. End  I hope you 
enjoyed my letter. Have 
a safe journey. Santa. 
Boomer Snyder

I been nice this year. I 
have redes to me sister. 
I lisnig to me touner this 
year. I wake up win mom 
tell me to. I would like 
a margno dog for my 
Christmas. Amelia Cava-
nah

In my opinion. I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am writing you a letter 
to convince you of my 
good deeds. First, I help 
my mom with dishz. Next 
Im nice to my friends. 
Also I help my teacher. 
Last I made all A and 
B! one thing I want for 
Christmas a Apple pen. 
I hope you enjoyed my 
letter. Have a safe jour-
ney. Sant. Your Friend. 
Eliza Nelson

In my opinion. I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am writing you a let-
ter to convince you of 
my good deeds. First I 
have helped my mom and 
my dad. Next Have all B’s 
and one A. Last I been 
kind to my friends. Also I 
would like a segway for 
Christmas. I hope you 
enjoyed my letter have a 
sare journey santa. Your 
frien Quinn Maddux

In my opinion I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am writing you a letter 
to convince you of my 
good deeds. First, I have 
been trying to say yes 
mam and no mam. Next, 
I have been nice to my 
friends. Last, I play with 
my friends. Also I wold 
like a IPad for Christ-

mas. I hope you enjoyed 
my letter. Have a safe 
journeys and your friend 
love, Nellie Singleton

In my opinion I have 
been nice this year. I 
am writing you a letter 
to convince you of my 
good deeds. First I have 
I had strait A’s all year. 
Next, i have been nice to 
my friends. Last I have 
helped my mom. Also I 
would like a camera that 
shoots out pictures for 
Christmas. I hope you 
enjoyed by letter. Have a 
safe jourey Santa Love, 
Amaryllis Shewcraft

In my opinion I have 
been very good this 
year. I am writing you 
a letter to convince you 
of my good deeds. First, 
you should put me on 
the nice list because I 
washed the house. Next 
I washed the dishes 
then, I cleaned my room. 
Also I cangradgelated 
my brother. I hope you 
joyed my lettter. James-
on Watson

In my opinion i have 
been very nice this year 
I am writing you a letter 
to convince you fo good 
deeds I hav been help-
ing people. Next I have 
been a good team mate. 
Also I would like a X-box 
online for or Christmas 
I hope you enjoyed my 
letter. Have a safe jour-
ney Santa. Love River 
McKinney

I hav cled my room yir, I 
have let my dog at side.  
Reese Bingham

In my opinion I have 
been helping around 
miye hos and A/B that is 
wiye I thack I shud be 
on the nis list this yir. 

Love Chandler Epley

In my opinion I have been 
very nice this year I am 
writing you a letter to 
convince you of my good 
deeds. I been good. I am 
nice. I like to be nice. I 
love to help also I would 
like a new dollhouse thes 
year for Chrismas. Emily 
Bryant

In my opinionI have been 
very nice this year. I am 
writing you a letter to 
convince you of my good 
deeds. First, I should be 
on the nice list because 
a good team mate. Next 
I been a good at school. 
Last I have trid my best 
at school. Also would like 
a grevist this year for 
Christmas. I hope you 
enoyed my letter have a 
safe journey Santa. Ben-
nett Hunt.

In my opinion I have 
been very nice this year. 
I am writing you a letter 
to convince you of my 
good deeds. First I lis-
tened to my teacher all 
year. Second, I listened 

to my parents all year. 
Lastly. Buddy cal say 
the rest;:) Also I would 
like a Eystleen plushe 
for Christmas. He has a 
black friday sale so go 
ahick! I hope you en-
joyed my letter. Have a 
safe journey santa. Your 
Friend, Clarke Baker.
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